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~ GOLD DUST GERTIE” 
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Harlan and Guthrie are married 
to twins and spending their honey- 
moon at Niagara Falls. The men 
insist they have never loved be- 
fore but are back home for only 
a short time when Gertie, a gold 
digger, comes to the office, an- 
nounces that she is the former wife 
of both men, and writes their homes, 
informing them that they are back 
in their alimony. The twin wives 
get the letters and the boys are 
hard put to it, to invent alibis. 

Harlan and Guthrie are trying to 
promote sales of bathing suits man- 


_ ufactured by the company they work 


for. They want them cut low, but 
Arnold, the president of the Com- 
pany, objects. He is abetted by Dr. 
Tate of the League for the Preser- 
vation of Matrimonial Ties, who 
proves to be the preacher who had 
married Harlan and Guthrie to 
Gertie. In fury Arnold discharges 
the French designer when he dis- 
plays a daring costume. 

Gertie arrives to collect her ali- 
mony and the boys explain that they 
will never be able to pay if Arnold 
insists on his puritanic ideas about 
bathing suits. Gertie sets out to 
reform Arnold. She tells him that 
she has been discharged for design- 
ing conservative suits, and he at 
once employs her, saying that she 
may show the result of her ingenu- 
ity in Florida. Gertie makes Arnold 
hire a yacht, and with him and 
Harlan and Guthrie, sets sail for 
Florida. 

Harlan and Guthrie sneak to Ger- 
tie’s stateroom in the night, fear- 
ing what she may be scheming to 
trap them, and while there find a 
note from Osgood, captain of the 
yacht, which reveals that he was 
formerly her husband. 


Gertie gets the boys drunk and 
they crawl out the porthole, when 
Arnold comes in to make love to 
her and to ask her to marry him. 
Gertie consents. On the day of the 
Bathing Suit Parade, the twin wives 
arrive and find the boys in a hotel 
room with a bag of feminine ap- 
parel. As the wives accuse them, 
Gertie walks in and takes her suit- 
case. 

Arnold, in Gertie’s room, finally 
persuades her to display the suit 
she has designed. He is at first 
angered, but when she puts it on, 
he is so pleased with the effect that 
he lets her wear it. She wins the 
prize and the boss makes her gen- 
eral manager. The wives object, 
saying that their husbands had ad- 
vocated the same style for years. 
Gertie, in retaliation, decides to keep 
the boys. 


The crowd collects on the yacht 
to witness the wedding of Arnold 
and Gertie. Osgood is a bit too 
pointed in wishing Arnold good 
luck. Dr. Tate comes to perform 
the ceremony, and recognizing the 
boys and Gertie, takes Arnold aside 
to put him wise. The boys and 
Gertie flee in a sea sled. But Arnold 
still wants to marry Gertie and pur- 
sues her in a speed boat, finally 
catching her, while the boys are 
pursued by their irate wives. 
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Winnie 
Lightner in 
“Gold Dust 
Gertie” 








SUMMARY 
Wild Winnie Lightner Romping Through 
A Mad Fandango of Mirth Assisted By 
Olsen & Johnson, Noisy Knockabouts Of 
Nonsense. Faster Than “Gold Diggers Of 


Broadway’ — Funnier 


Party’ —A Real Audience Attraction! 


WHO'S WHO 


WINNIE LIGHTNER — “Gold/C LAUDE GILLINGWATER— 


Diggers of Broadway,” “She 
Couldn’t Say No,” “Show of 
Shows,” “The Life of the Party,” 
“Sit Tight,” “Hold Everything.” 
Born in Greenpoint, Long Island. 


OLSEN AND JOHNSON—Team 
in vaudeville—“Monkey Business” 
on stage and on the screen in 
“Oh, Sailor Behave,” “Fifty Mil- 
lion Frenchmen.” 








DOROTHY CHRISTY—“So This 


Is London,” “Playboy of Paris,” 
“Big Money,” “Extravagance,” 
“She Got What She Wanted,” 
“Caught Cheating,” “Parlor, Bed- 
room and Bath,” “Party Hus- 








THE CAST 


GERTIE, Gold-gettingest girlie going.... WINNIE LIGHTNER 
Harlan, Her re-wed hubbie, good for alimony........ Chic Johnson 
Guthrie, Another re-wed, good for same Ole Olsen 
Mabel, Harlan’s present wife Dorothy Christy 
Arnold, Amorous old bathing-suit maker Claude Gillingwater 
Dr. Tate, Sanctimonious Marrying preacher.......... Arthur Hoyt 
Capt. Osgood, Discarded husband of Gertie........ George Byron 
Lucille, Guthrie’s ball-and-chain.................. Vivian Oakland 
Mr. Hautrey, Susceptable Office Manager 
Pestalozzi, Foreign Bathing-suit designer 
Secretary, Who pinch-hits as a model 


















Charley Grapewin 
Charles Judels 
Virginia Sale 
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(This story contains all the important facts about “Gold Dust Girtie” 


Reledse it several days before the beginning of the engagement) 





Winnie Lightner, who won instant fame by her portrayal 
of the high-handed Mabel in “Gold Diggers of Broadway” 
comes to town in her dizziest comedy, Warner Bros. “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” on....... next, according to the announcement 
of Manager........ ol the. 2. 35; Theatre. 

_ “Gold Dust Gertie” may be said to be a rather descriptive 

title, as hard-hitting Winnie succeeds in extracting gold dust, 
or its equivalent, from everybody in sight—and is either 
married or has been married to everybody of the masculine 
persuasion in the picture, from the two newlyweds, played 
with their usual slapstick insanity, by Olsen and Johnson, 
screenland’s oddest clowns—to the aged and erstwhile pain- 
fully modest maker of bathing-suits. 

Winnie blows into the office of the said bathing suit 
manufacturer with a claim for unpaid alimony which affects 
the two newlyweds whose pugilistic wives—twin sisters, by 
the way—appear at the wrong time for the frightened 
hubbies, and beat them into a figurative pulp—which comes 
near to being a very literal one. are 

The boys wish to put over a very modern bathing suit to 
win the prize in a Florida bathing beauty contest, thus to 
put the business on a better footing. It is Winnie who 
wheedles over the bald and amorous boss, and makes him 
consent to taking a yacht trip to Miami. Things too ludi- 
crous for description take place on the trip—the newlyweds, 
formerly Winnie’s husbands are forced to take to the high 
seas—the captain proves to be an ex-husband also—the boss 
proposes marriage—and to cap the climax—the irate wives 
reach Florida—almost before the boat. That Winnie wins 
finally, may be imagined—but how she wins—only a trip to 





thé: 2 Theatre can tell. “Gold Dust Gertie” is the 
fastest and funniest of Winnie’s pictures, which is saying 
a lot. 


“Gold Dust Gertie” is an adaptation of the play “The Wife 
of the Party,” by Len. D. Hollister. The cast includes 
Dorothy Christy, Claude Gillingwater, Arthur Hoyt, George 
Byron, Vivian Oakland, Charley Grapewin, Charles Judels 
and Virginia Sale. Lloyd Bacon directed. 
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Than “Life Of The 















band” and “Big Business Girl.” 
Born in Reading, Pa. 









“Stolen Kisses,” “The Great Di- 
vide,” “Oh, Kay,” “Smiling Irish 
Eyes,” “So Long Letty.” Born in 
St. Louis, Mo. 





CHARLES JUDELS—Stage in 
“Artists and Models,” “Gay 
Paree,’ “Greenwich Village Fol- 
lies,” etc. On screen in “Fifty 
Million Frenchmen,” “The Life 






Exploitation 
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wood,” “This Is Heaven,” “Too 
Young to Marry.” Born in Ur- 
bana, Ill. 
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Synopsis 
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REAL SHOWMAN EXPLOITATION! 










ous laugh fest! 


That’s what you have to sell in “Gold Dust Gertie.” 
Laffs, laffs, laffs, laffs, laffs and nothing else but. 
That’s the keynote of your whole campaign. 


Your ads, your lobby, your posters, your stunts should 
all be peppy, snappy—full of fun and wisecracks. 


Tell the fans that “Gold Dust Gertie” tops all of Wild 


Winnie Lightner’s previous successes by a mile. 


It’s better than both “Gold Diggers of Broadway” and 
“Life of the Party” put together. 


Play up Winnie Lightner for all she’s worth! 
don’t forget Olsen and Johnson, that famous comedy 
team, heading the knockout supporting cast. 


Thar’s gold in them thar laffs!) GO GET IT! 


THERE’S PLENTY OF GOLD IN 
“GOLD DUST GERTIE” 


Winnie Lightner in her craziest, fastest and most furi- 


And 





Teaser 





Place a hand-lettered card in your 
box-office window during the week 
before the run of “Gold Dust Ger- 
tie.’ Have the card read as fol- 
lows: 


WATCH YOUR MEN 


“GOLD DUST GERTIE” 
Will Be Here Next Week! 








| Pay | 


| Envelopes es | 


This stunt will not only get plenty 
of word-of-mouth advertising, but 
the newspapers will also be certain 
to pick up the story for additional 
publicity. Announce in your ads 
that on the opening night of “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” you will give a pay 
envelope to each of the first few 
hundred patrons. Inside these en- 
velopes place coins of various de- 
nominations, a penny, nickel, dime, 
etc. Most all of these coins, of 
course, will be pennies. On the 
outside of the envelope, or on a 
card inside, print this copy:— 

GOLD DUST GERTIE shares 
her spoils with the patrons of the 
et Theatre. 





It doesnt’ cost much to work this 
idea and its effect will tell in more 
coin at the box-office! 





LIGHTNER 


“GOLD DUST 
GERTIE 


Mount still (Winnie Lightner 68) on a 
dark blue ground running a flesh tint 
over face. Title cast and copy in maroon 
Bands at 
bottom of frame in three shades of green. 


lettering on yellow ground. 


Page Two 





“Mount still (Winnie Lightner 68) and color with flesh tint. 
panel. Title is orange on a very light purple background. Copy is in black. Date panel is yellow with 
blue lettering. 














Free Passes 
For Red Heads 








Winnie Lightner is the funniest 
and peppiest red-headed gal on the 


screen. All movie fans know her 
as the mama who made the red- 
headed girl popular. Announce on 
your screen and in the local news- 
papers, that all red-headed girls in 
town, will be admitted free during 
the first hour on the opening day of 
“Gold Dust Gertie.’ The mobs of 
girls who will take advantage of 
this offer is certain to get heavy 
word-of-mouth publicity and news- 
paper notices. 
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STILL N° 18 


Illustration of ad or still (Gertie, 17) 
and (Olsen & Jobnson 18) both in 
natural tones. - Title cast and copy in 
dark blue lettering on emerald green 


background. 






Treasure Hunt 
Tie-Up with 
Newspapers 





GET YOUR WHOLE TOWN 
SEARCHING FOR HIDDEN 
TREASURE! Tie-up with a local 
newspaper to publish the details of 
the contest and to print the first 
clue. Here’s the way to run it:— 

Have the local newspaper an- 
nounce that the first clue to the 
hiding place of the treasure is in a 
public place in a well-known street 
in the town. This clue leads the 
searcher to another part of the city 
where another clue has been planted. 
Have two or three such clues in 
all. The last one should wind up 
in the lobby of the theatre where 
the final clue reveals the location 
of the hidden treasure. 

The prizes for the contest should 
be gotten by a tie-up with the local 
dealers. Have the names of the 
contest winners and the names of 
the dealers who donated the prizes 
published in the newspaper. 

The above stunt is a natural for 
“Gold Dust Gertie.” Use such lines 
as “Winnie Lightner—the original 
gold digger—wants some rivals! 
Gold Diggers of (name of 
town) Get Busy! Attractive re- 
wards for the best gold diggers in 
town! 


Exit Banner For Advance Display 








Lobby 
Laughs 





A laughing phonograph record is 
sure-fire to attract the notice of 
passing crowds. Use one in your 
lobby or in connection with street 
ballyhoo. Also set up a large cut- 
out of Winnie Lightner in either a 
laughing or winking pose. You can 
also use a poster reading: “You 
ain’t heard nothing yet’”’ There are 
hundreds of laughs in “Gold Dust 


Gertie’—now showing inside! 


Ideas For Your Lobby Frame Layouts 


WINNIE 


I 





Illustration of ad or still (Gertie 10) 
mounted on black background with flesh 
tint over faces. Title and cast in yellow 
lettering. Copy panel in ocre with blue 


- letters. 









Cast is im yellow letters on a dark blue 





Bathing Beauty Contest 


Here’s a stunt that will capture the interest of the whole town and is a 
natural tie-up for “Gold Dust Gertie.” Hold a bathing beauty contest 

to show the latest styles in bathing suits. Your local newspaper will be 

oo to sponsor such a contest because of its circulation building possi- 
ilities. 

Here is the way the contest should be handled. 

1. Visit your local newspaper editor and point out to him the reader 
interest and news value contained in a beauty contest of this sort. Assure 
hhis co-operation by having him announce that his paper is sponsoring 
the contest. 

2. Announce on your screen that all the local girls may enter the 
panes by signing application blanks available at the box-office or at the 

oor. 

3. Make similar announcements in your program copy and in your 
local newspaper. 

4. Prizes for the winners of the contest can be secured from your 
local dealers by using the names of their stores in all announcements 
as the donators of the articles. Give the winner a complete girl’s sports 
outfit, each part of which should be donated by a different sports dealer. 
If possible, some of the prizes should be cash and free subscriptions to 
the local newspaper. 

5. The contest should be staged in your theatre with the people in 
the audience acting as judges. You can be sure that each girl entered 
in the contest will be well represented by friends and relatives in the 
audience. 

6. Pictures should be taken of all the contestants in a group. Other 
pictures of the winners should also be taken for publication in the news- 
paper sponsoring the contest. : 

7. If possible, arrange for a city official or celebrity to make the pres- 
entation of the prizes from the stage of your theatre. 

8. Warner Bros. have a tie-up with the Jantzen Knitting Mills. Your 
local Jantzen dealer will be glad to cooperate with you on a bathing 
beauty contest. 








Snappy Teaser 
Campaign 





The title, “Gold Dust Gertie,” is 
an excellent one for a novel teaser 
campaign. Get out catch-line cards 


like the following and plant them 
wherever possible. 







Warning to Men of 
(Name of Town) 
“GOLD DUST GERTIE,” 
the original gold digger, 
is coming to town 


“GOLD DUST GERTIE,” 
The lass with an eye on every 
male bankroll is here! 
Watch for Her! 










Lobby 
is “GOLD DUST GERTIE,” 
Display Has Every Man In 
(Name of Town) 
“On the Spot” 
Winnie Lightner offers plenty of Watch Her Winning Ways! 
opportunities for attractive and ef- 
fective comedy lobby displays. Use 
a large cut-out of a head of Miss 
Lightner in a winking pose. An- 
other cut-out that is very attractive 
is a full figure of the star snappily 
posed in a bathing suit. Arrange 
with your local sports dealer for a 
display of the latest styles in bath- 


YOU CAN’T WIN! 
“GOLD DUST GERTIE,” 
Is On A Gold Digging Spree 








ing suits. Use live model in a bath- 
ing suit. Have her on a platform 
in the lobby displaying both bath- 
ing suit and her charms. 

Your color scheme for “Gold Dust 
Gertie” should be a combination of 


| gold and silver. 


Illustration of ad and still (Gold Dust 
Gertie 38) with flesh tint on both. Girls 
bathing suit is in orange. Title and cast 
yellow aid emerald green letters on deep 
purple circle. Background of copy and 
still is in pink. 






LAUGH LONG AND LOUD 
with LIGHTNER! 
“GOLD DUST GERTIE,” 
Is Coming Soon! 






“GOLD DUST GERTIE,” 
Will Make You 
“GIVE TILL IT HURTS” 





Sports Store 
Tie-Up 





A tie-up with a sporting goods 
dealer is an effective means of ex- 


ploiting “Gold Dust Gertie.” Ar- 
range with a local store to feature 
a window display with a live model 
posed in a snappy bathing suit. This. 
is certain to make an attractive win- 
dow display that no passer-by can 
resist. Place placard in the window 
reading as follows: 


WINNIE LIGHTNER 
the original gold digger, 
Reveals all in 
“GOLD DUST GERTIE” 
Now playing at 


(Name of Theatre) 


Also use any of the following 
stills of Winnie Lightner in a bath- 
ing suit. WL 84 or WL 71, for use 
in this window display. If your 
exchange hasn’t got this still, you 
can get one from the home office 
by writing to Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures, 321 West 44th Street, New 
York. 


“MAKE IT A BANG.UP CAMPAIGNI- 





Stocking 


Display 





Especially posed with a stocking 
tie-up in mind is still, “Winnie 
Lightner, 12”. This is an attractive 
photograph of Winnie Lightner 
wearing a pair of- the very latest 
style in ladies hosiery, “net.” It 
offers a great opportunity for some 
advance notice for your showing at 
no cost. If not at your exchange, 
order by number enclosing ten 
cents, direct from 

Still Dept. 
WARNER BROS. PICTURES 
321 West 44th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


Herald 
Stunt 


Have a girl, pretty and well built, 
dress rather alluringly and walk 
through the busiest sections at noon 
hour. The girl will distribute her- 
alds enclosed in an envelope bear- 
ing the legend, 


A Message From Gold Dust Gertie 


The herald on this picture is ex- 
ceptionally attractive and will lend 
itself to the idea remarkably. Ask 
for a sample at your exchange. 








| BANNERS AND PENNANTS | 





Winnie Lightner banners made up in a brilliant variety 
of colors on weather-proof canvas, guaranteed not to run. 


Sie 200 e302 Oe 


pea ak $1.50 per dozen. 


Both These Accessories Available Only Direct From 


MORRIS LIBERMAN 


690 EIGHTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 











Novel Newspaper 
Contest 





“Gold Dust Gertie” lends itself 
to a newspaper contest that any of 
your local newspaper editors will be 
sure to grab. 


“WHAT TYPE OF GIRL IS 
THE MOST DANGEROUS 
GOLD DIGGER?” 


Here is a topic that is bound to 
interest the readers and throw all 
the girls in town into a furor. Is 
the red-head, brunette or blonde 
most to be feared as an avaricious 
gold digger? To which- type of 
girl are the men most susceptible? 
Which has the easiest time in lur- 
ing the shekels from the males? 
There is a humorous angle to this 
contest that ties up very well with 
the picture. Winnie Lightner, a 
red-headed mama, has proven to be 
the favorite gold digger of the 
screen. 


Another Contest 


Another newspaper contest along 
the same lines is to have the read- 
ers give their ideas on the qualifica- 
tions of the perfect gold digger. 
Does the girl with the cute baby 
talk ride in a Rolls Royce? Or does 
the rough and ready mama meet 
with better success? Do the men 
spend more when with a naive dam- 
sel? Or is the sophisticated girl 
more successful in loosening the 
purse strings? Should a girl be 
subtle in her gold digging manner- 
isms? Or does she get better re- 
sults by asking outright to “buy 
me this!”? Winnie Lightner has 
made her reputation on the screen 
with her laughable wise cracks and 
chiseling ways. What qualities do 


you think the perfect gold digger 
ought to possess? 

Offer money prizes and theatre 
passes to the best essays on these 
subjects. 


THEY’RE LAUGHING IN 
"7 DIFFERENT 
LANGUAGES! 


Wild Winnie, The Alimony 
Queen! No man is safe 
when she’s in town. No 

wife is happy when she’s 

around! She’s a red- 
hot, red-head loaded 
with laughs—out for 
fun! 


"GOLD DUST 





Winnie Lightner Here In Her 
Grandest Laugh-Riot, Aided By © 


The Clowns, Olsen and Johnson 


‘Gold Dust Gertie’ 


Envelopes 





Here is a novel and inexpensive 
stunt that will get maximum results. 
Use the following throwaways to be 
distributed by your ushers several 
days prior to the picture’s opening. 
Print small—sized envelopes and 
calling cards that read as follows: 


On the envelopes: 
ii cia a a eee 





“Gold Diggers” At Her Funniest 





(Review Playing Up the Cast) 


FOR MEN ONLY! 


SSE Sea ae a Re 
On the card (placed inside)— 
’ll be at this theatre for one week 
beginning next............ Can I 
make a date with you?—Winnie 


On back of card:— 






WINNIE LIGHTNER 


in : 
“GOLD DUST GERTIE” 
STRAND THEATRE 






Print a Similar set for the women: 
On the envelope:— 


FOR WOMEN ONLY! 





| 
On the card (placed inside) 


WARNING! 


Be sure to accompany your boy 
friend, husband or sweetheart 
everywhere he goes during the 
week of 2. 

GOLD DUST GERTIE is 
coming to town! 









Cut No. 15 Cut 30c, Mat 10c 
The funniest story in the world may be ruined by poor cast- 
ing but “Gold Dust Gertie,” which might be classed among the 
slapstick masterpieces, is lucky in having some of the funniest 


people of the screen to portray its hilarious twists and surprises. 
Winnie Lightner, who is living up 
to the record she made as Mabel, 
in “Gold Diggers of Broadway,” is 
more ludicrously likable as Gertie, 
than in any of her other comedies. 
She is shown in violent pursuit of 
two newlyweds, who have been for- 
mer husbands, and owe her alimony. 
: Olsen and Johnson, as may be 
Crowds at the....... Theatre are|imagined, are the grooms in ques- 
acting up-in a way which might|tion, They are first seen in th- 
make one-think-that~they haa aip=sydey-or their honeymoon “which "~~ 
gone back to their childhood. Win- a unceremoniously upset, when the 
nie Lightner is the cause, of course, fie seer ag the duns Win- 
in “Gold Dust Gertie,” her latest played att oe es £ 
Warner slapstick classic in which <oe. Benac tor cont 
she is abetted in nonsensity by 
Olsen and Johnson, most absurd |1 
laugh-makers in the business. twins. 


This time Winnie is an alimony- d The boys want to promote more 
hunter—with marriage in prospect Maes te ee up ihe 
fuses 


or retrospect with every man in to ee 
: : : permit it for reas 
sight, including the aged boss, play- Winnie takes it BS wis ee 


ed with gusto by Claude Gilling- him to 4 

water. Other funny folks in the | hi eneeey her yest berm 
cast are Arthur Hoyt, Charles Ju- 
dels, Charley Grapewin, Dorothy 
Christy and Vivian Oakland. Lloyd 
Bacon directed. 







On back of card: 





Why Be Grouch When 


Winnie’s In Town 









WINNIE LIGHTNER 
in 


“GOLD DUST GERTIE” 
STRAND THEATRE 









(Current Story) 





Gold Dust 
Tie-Up 


























The following tie-up can easily 
be arranged with every grocery and 
chain store in town. Have them 
set up an entire window display 
of “Gold Dust Twins” cleanser. 
Placards should be placed in the 
window as follows: 

The Gold Dust Twins 
Clean Your Home 
“GOLD DUST GERTIE” 
Cleans the Men’s Bankrolls! 
The above stunt is one that 
shouldn’t be overlooked. Its 42 

natural for the picture! 


On the voyage, Gertie discover 
that the captain of the yacht is aie 
a former husband. The Part of the 
astonished seaman is played by 
George Byron. What happens on 
the voyage to Southern waters is 
beyond description. It is enough 
to say that the newlyweds are forced 
to go headforemost out of portholes 
into a wild sea—that the boss pro- 
Poses to Gertie and is accepted and 
that all goes well, until the irate 
wives put in an appearance in 
Miami. Pandemonium breaks loose 
and the comedy ends in a breathless 
chase by speedboat—yacht—and 
every conceivable sort of boat—till 
everybody finds everybody else and 
Gertie is victorious. 


She’s Crazy! Cuckoo! 
Cracked! Digging for 
gold again! Takes it 
right out of their teeth! 
She’ll take the laughs 
right out of your heart! 


INNIE 


IGHTNE 


_ Others who portray their amus- 
ing parts well, are Charley Grape- 
win, Charles Judels and Virginia 
Sale. Lloyd Bacon has caught every 
angle of comedy in his direction. 
“Gold Dust Gertie’ is made for 
laughs and succeeds in getting them. 
Winnie is a riot as “Gold Dust 
Gertie.” 


“Gold Dust Gertie” is 
a picture your whole 
town will want to see. 





GERTIE 


Now P laying Bill it big—cover your 

town with the cracker. 

OLSEN and REXY jack accessories illus- 
JOHNS ON A Warner Bros. trated on page 12 and 
2 ae : thy Christy Vitaphone watch them flock to 


Gilli t 
illingwater Hit 


your doors! 


See eee ee 
Page Three 


Cut No. 6 Cut 60c, Mat 15c 


HERE'S JUST THE STUFF YOURNEWS-- 








“Gold Dust Gertie’ Presents 
Screenland’s Funniest Star In 
Her Most Uproarious Laffalog 





Winnie Lightner, Starred in the Warner Bros. Comedy, 


Naw at thes"... 


..Theatre, Aided In 


Nonsensity by Olsen and Johnson 





(Review Playing Up the Story) 

Judging by the sights and sounds at last night’s opening 
performance of “Gold Dust Gertie,” Miss Lightner’s latest bid 
for the comedy crown—she wins it hands down. Winnie is an 
army in herself but in the current attraction she is abetted in 


absurdity by Olsen and Johnson, 
screenland’s craziest clowns. 


The picture is an adaptation of 
Len D. Hollister’s whirlwind play, 
“The Wife of the Party.” It has 
to do with two goofy salesmen who 
are in the pleasant throes (spelled 
throws later) of a honeymoon with 
twin sisters. Gertie walks into the 
office of the bathing-suit firm for 
which the newlyweds work—with 
the welcome news that she has at 


one time or another been married]; 
the two}; 
grooms, and that they are behind in 


to, and divorced from, 


their alimony. 


The twin wives get the alimony |: 
duns which Gertie mails and at}; 
once proceed to throw things at} 
Winnie discovers that} 


the boys. 
the husbands wish to put over an 
ultra-modern bathing-suit for entry 
into a coming bathing beauty con- 
test. This is prevented by an aged 
and conservative boss. Winnie 
takes it upon herself to win over 
the old boy—does so—gets the com- 
mission to wear the doubtful bath- 
ing suit she herself has designed 
and cajoles him into hiring a yacht 


and setting sail for Florida with] 


her and the boys. The brides are 
sidetracked, and the four start for 
Southern waters. 

Winnie, courted by her two ex- 
husbands, finds that the captain has 
also been a former sharer of more 
or less felicitous connubiality with 
her. The aged boss proposes—the 
newly-weds are ferced from port-. 
holes to the highseas—and worst of 
all—the irate wives arrive in Florida 
before the boat. Winnie of course 
wins the prize but not without one 
of the wildest chases by speed-boat 
—rowboat—and every other kind of 
boat—all of which puts mildly the 
grand and glorious fun of “Gold 
Dust Gertie!” 

Those who support Miss Light- 
ner are Dorothy Christy, Claude 
Gillingwater, Arthur Hoyt, George 
Byron, Vivian Oakland, Charley 
Grapewin, Charles Judels and Vir- 
ginia Sale. Lloyd Bacon directed. 

“Gold Dust Gertie” is a cure for 
whatever ails you. Go and take 
with you all the friends you think 
need a laugh. They’ll get a thous- 
and—and one for good measure. 


Olsen And Johnson Go 
Fifty-Fifty On Deals 





(Current Reader) 


Olsen and Johnson, featured in 
“Gold Dust Gertie,” the Warner 
Brothers comedy, starring Winnie 
Lightner, showing now at the...... 
Theatre...... share everything fifty- 
fifty except a place to live. Olsen 
has a home in New York and keeps 
his family there. Johnson is now 
building a home near Los Angeles 
and has for a long time maintained 
a California residence. 


Wild Winnie 









"Gold Dust 


ooh 
of 
Gertie”? the Warner Bros. & Vitaphone 
comedy hit due at the... 08 


Winnie Lightner Star 
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Lightner, International 
~ Comedy Success, is Here 





(Advance Reader) 


Winnie Lightner, whose latest 
Warner Brothers picture, “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” is showing now at 
the Theatre, has been starred 
in three countries in her compara- 
tively short career; in England, 
France and America. In all three 
countries her pictures are particu- 
larly popular. 


Arthur Hoyt Plays 
Comical Marrier In 


“Gold Dust Gertie” 


(Biography May 1, 1931) 

Arthur Hoyt, who plays a ludic- 
rous part in “Gold Dust Gertie,” the 
Warner Bros. comedy, _ starring 
Winnie Lightner, now at the...... 
Theatre was for sixteen years ac- 
tor or director on the New York 
stage, entering pictures in 1916. 

Among his many films are “Med- 
als,” “Wheel of Life,” “My Man,” 
“A Man’s Man,” “Stolen Kisses,” 
and “Her Private Affair.” 

Mr. Hoyt was born in George- 
town, Colorado and educated in 
Butte, Montana. He is five feet six 
inches in height, weighs one hun- 
dred and thirty-two pounds and has 
hazel eyes and brown hair. 

His favorite sport is golf. 
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A Little Life Story 
Of One Of Biggest 


Broadway Winners 


(Biography May 1, 1931) | 

Winnie Lightner’s mother died 
when she was born and she was 
taken by an aunt and uncle who 
several years later moved to Buffalo 
where Winnie was educated. When 
in the early teens she persuaded her 
foster parents to let her try out her 
budding dramatic talents on ama- 
teur nights in a local theatre. Al- 
though Winnie had planned to de- 
liver several rather tragic songs, she 
was late at the theatre and had to 
run a part of the distance in the 
rain. The result was that she was 
shoved onto the stage before she 
caught her breath and her serious 
songs were laughed at instead of 
being wept over. 

From that time on Winnie de- 
cided to keep ’em laughing. Her 
progress was comparatively rapid, 
first in small time vauudeville and 
later on the big circuits. Finally 
her name appeared in lights on 
Broadway and eventually she was 
starred in such musical shows as 
“Gay Paree,” “George White Scan- 
dals” and other equally pretentious 
productions. 

Miss Lightner spent several sea- 
sons abroad at the London “Kit 
Kat” club and in Paris night ‘re- 
sorts. Returning later to the Amer- 
ican stage she was signed by War- 
ner Brothers to play a supporting 
role in one of the early musical 
talking pictures “Gold Diggers of 
Broadway.” 

Miss Lightner was an overnight 
sensation in that picture and a long 
term contract was signed even be- 
fore its release. This first success 
was followed by “She Couldn’t Say 
No,” “Show of Shows,” “The Life 
of the Party,” “Sit Tight,” “Hold 
Everything” and Gold Dust Gertie.” 


Miss Lightner was born in Green- 
port. Long Island. She is of me- 
dium height weighs one hundred 
and twenty pounds, and has red 
hair and greenish blue eyes. 





Duplex Biography 


Of Crazy - Complex 
Gold Dust Clowns 


(Biography May 1, 1931) 

Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson, the 
comics who play in “Gold Dust 
Gertie’ the Warner Bros. comedy 
starring Winnie Lightner, now at 
the Theatre, walked from a 
college campus into a night club as 
entertainers, then into vaudeville 
where they became reigning favor- 
ites. 

Olsen and Johnson first met at 
Northwestern University in Evans- 
ton, Ill., where Chic was working 
his way through college by waiting 
on tables and Ole singing illus- 
trated songs at the local nickle- 
odeons. They formed a friendship 
which has lasted for more than fif- 
teen years. 

While still in college they ar- 
ranged an act and went-to a Chi- 
cago cafe where they took a table as 
patrons. Without the manager’s 
permission, they stood up and went 
into their act. The outraged man- 
ager tried to stop them, but the 
amused crowd wouldn’t let him. 
They were a huge success and ap- 
plied to the astonished manager for 
a job and got it. 

Later they went on the variety 
stage for the major vaudeville cir- 
cuits and became one of the out- 
standing comedy combinations be- 
hind the footlights. Unlike most 
variety stage headliners, Olsen and 
Johnson refused offers to enter mu- 
sical comedv. They remained loy- 
al to vaudeville and toured Australia 
for two years. 

Upon their return, talking film 
producers approached them to ap- 
pear in short subjects, but they 
produced their own stage show 
“Monkey Business” instead. At the 
termination of the show, which en- 
joyed a successful national tour, Ol- 
sen and Johnson signed with War- 
ner Bros. and made “Oh, Sailor Be- 
have” as their first Vitaphone star- 
ring vehicle. Their next was “Fifty 
Million Frenchmen.” 

Others in the cast of “Gold Dust 
Gertie are Dorothy Christy, Claude 
Gillingwater, Arthur Hoyt, George 
Byron, Vivian Oakland, Charley 
Grapewin, Charles Judels and Vir- 
ginia Sale. Roy Del Ruth directed. 
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Gillingwater Grouch 
Melts In Latest Hit 





(Advance Reader) 

The long sad face of Claude Gil- 
lingwater is so ideal for comedy that 
the veteran actor is seldom allowed 
to play any other kind of a role. 
He plays an important part as a 
sugar daddy in the latest Warner 
Brothers comedy, “Gold Dust Ger- 
tie,” which opens at thes... 354 
i next, starring Winnie 
Lightner and featuring Olsen and 
Johnson. 


Expensive Yacht Hired 
For “Gold Dust Gertie” 





(Current Reader) 

Renting a luxurious, ocean-going 
yacht for a Winnie Lightner-Olsen 
and Johnson comedy such as War- 
ner Brothers picture “Gold Dust 
Gertie,” playing now at the........ 
Theatre, is an expensive business. 


The rough treatment given the boat 
while the film was in the making, 
was figured in advance in the price 
paid for the use of the yacht. 


PAPERS WANT. PLANT IT EARLY! 


Three “Gold Dust Gertie” 
Leads Are Scandinavian 


London Crystal-Gazer Rouses Anger 





Of Winnie Lightner In Spite Of The 
Fortune She Spends On The Gypsies 





Hilarious Star of ‘tGold Dust Gertie,’”” Now Playing At 
ae Theatre, Confesses Her Faith In 
Fortune-Telling—With Exceptions 





(Interesting Personal Interview) 
Winnie Lightner is the champion fortune-telling fan in 
Hollywood. The tomboy of the movies, whose hilarious antics 
are known wherever movies are shown, goes to more gypsy 


palmreaders in a year than anyone in the movie capital. 


SHE CLEANS UP IN LAUGHS! 


Winnie, who is now at the 
‘Theatre: on sous in Warner Bros. 
“Gold Dust Gertie,” started her for- 
tune telling career at a tender age. 
Years ago as a tow-headed little 
girl, she pushed a shining new quar- 
ter into the grimy hand of a gypsy 
woman and said: 

“Please, Mrs. Gypsy, tell me my 
fortune.” : 

And the gypsy woman did. She 
took the hand of the excited child 
and looked at it long and solemnly. 
The city ordinances in Buffalo, New 
York, against fortune telling were 
not strictly enforced, even in those 
days, and the gypsy waited until 
an interested group of people, old 
and young had gathered about be- 
fore she began. 


FIRST FORTUNE 

“Gypsy woman see far into future 
for you,” she said. “Gypsy woman 
see money, yes, and gypsy woman 
see fame, yes, but gypsy woman see 
only leetle happiness and only leetle 
love. Have you more money?” 

“No.” 

“That too sad,” wailed the old 
crone, “‘there is so much more here 
to tell, if you had more money.” 

Others crowded in then and the 
disappointed little girl went home 
studying the palm of the hand that 
had been so interesting to the gypsy. 

PREDICT MUCH MONEY 

Since that day Winnie Lightner 
has spent a fortune trying to find 
the other secrets which the old gyp- 
sy claimed she saw in her hand that 

day in Buffalo, nearly twenty years 

“ago. She is still searching and 
still spending. She has had her 
fortune told almost a thousand times 
and the cost for each telling has 
mounted steadily from the first in- 
vestment of twenty-five cents, but 
she has never been told any vital 
secret beyond the three major pre- 
dictions of the gypsy, fame and for- 
tune but no happiness or love. 

The mystic savants of England, 
France and America have studied 
the palms of Winnie Lightner, have 
examined her hand-writing, have 
turned the cards of fate for her, 
have gazed in crystals and queried 
the unseen spirits of a medium’s 
trance. She has been warned and 
forewarned against this and that and 
the other thing and advised to do 
thus and so, but the fortune telling 
world seems to be in league against 
her in predicting domestic tranquil- 
ity—which you remember is guar- 
anteed by our constitution for her. 

1931 LUCKY YEAR 

Only one other general predic- 
tion has come from all these at- 
tempts to peer into the future on 
Winnie Lightner’s behalf. 

This is to be her lucky year. 

“In 1931 you will make more 
money than you have ever made,” 
she has been told repeatedly. “And 
I haven’t done so bad to date,” she 
grins, “so that must mean some- 
thing really big.” 

“In 1931 you will have the great- 
est success of your career,” a dozen 
mystics have assured her. 

But not one tells her she will be 
happy in love or marriage, not one 
ventures to predict contentment, 
none has ever assured her that the 
true mate awaited just around the 
corner of time! 

“Once, when I was playing with 
a show in New York,” Winnie will 
tell you, “I heard of a fortune teller 
in Atlantic City who had made some 
remarkable predictions for several of 
my friends. 

“The day after my show closed I 
went down but he was gone, packed 
up and off to Florida, his landlord 
said. Had paid his bills, too, be- 
cause business had been good. 

TRAILS SEERESS 

“So a couple of weeks later I 
went to Florida for a vacation— 
and my fortune. I found him all 
right and he told me some things 
that have come true. He foretold 
the birth of my baby boy within 
a year of the true date and he pre- 
dicted a sudden change in my em- 
ployment, which I suppose pointed 
toward my work in pictures. 
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Judels Juggles Languages 


(Current Reader) 








reason is one of the busiest actors 
in the film colony. 


Gertie” is playing now at the...... 
Theatre. 










That He Doesn’t Know 







Charles Judels, who plays a com- 
edy role in “Gold Dust Gertie,” the 
Warner Brothers feature comedy 
starring Winnie Lightner and fea- 
turing Olsen and Johnson, can speak 
no language at all except English 
yet he can imitate ludicrously a half 
dozen broken dialects and for that 





“Gold Dust 


(Advance Reader) 


The Scandinavians may not have 
all the “it” in pictures but they 
seem to have almost a monopoly on 
The three stars of 
of 
laughs, “Gold Dust Gertie,’ which 
Opens. 2 Btsthe=2..<.... Theatre 


the comedy. 


Warner Brothers latest riot 


Sas ee next, starring Winnie Light- 
ner with Olsen and Johnson in the 


featured roles, all trace their ances- 
tors to the famous Northern pen- 


insula. 
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that shook the dust from Broadway— 
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She sips and sips 
but never slips. 





“But he didn’t tell me much I 
didn’t know and hadn’t been told 
a hundred times before. No one 
ever seemed to catch that important 
something that an old gypsy woman 
had said she saw in my hand and 
would tell me if I had any more 
money.” 

“Once in London, when I was 
with the Kit Kat club there, I heard 
of a strange crystal gazer who was 
becoming the rage with the gay set. 
He held out in an attic room in an 
out-of-the-way part of London and 
would work only at night. A patron 
had to come alone to his quarters 
to show his or her confidence in 
the seer and he charged twenty-five 
pounds for a reading, more than a 
hundred dollars. 

“I got my courage up to the 
sticking point one night and went 
there. I had driven past several 
other nights but my nerve had al- 
ways failed me. 

“T parked my escort in the cab 
around the corner and walked back 
to his dingy entrance. I had a gun 
in my pocket and my heart in my 
mouth. 


CRYSTAL-GAZING 


“An old fashioned spring door bell 
jingled as I went in and all but 
scared me out of my wits. I found 
myself in a dimly lighted hallway 
with wide carpeted steps leading up. 
All doors off the hallways were 
closed tightly and I walked up three 
flights of stairs to the top floor. 


“IT went through several rooms, 
each blacker than the last one, with 
dimmer lights, until I found my- 
self suddenly face to face with a 
blazing crystal ball, lighted indirect- 
ly from some place. 


“A quiet voice told be to be seat- 
ed. When I sat down my eyes were 
on a level with the crystal and just 
behind it I could make out shadowy 
features. I never really saw the 
man at all. The crystal began to 
spin in my eyes. I wanted to close 
them but I couldn’t. 

“That man told me my name, 
what I was doirig in London, where 
I had been, how much money I had 
in the bank. I supposed he got 
all that from some kind of mental 
suggestion, after fixing my attention 


on that crystal. Then he began 
on the future. 

““T see money’, he said, for all 
the world like the gypsy woman had 
in Buffalo years ago. ‘I see your 
name in lights, in front of a cinema’ 
—I hardly knew what ‘cinema’ 
meant in those days. 

“*T see a child’, he went on. ‘Play- 
ing on an ocean beach’. ‘I see an 
airplane. It falls. I see crowds of 
people.’ 

“T see smoke, or fog. Everything 
fades.’ 

“Right in front of my nose that 
blazing crystal. clouded and went 
smoky. 

“The droning voice went on. 
‘There is something there, in the 
fog, I can not see. It is not certain 
yet. You will be rich. You will 
be famous. There is more but I 
cannot see it. There is something 
here not yet—yet fixed. It is very 
strange. There is no more here yet. 

“Suddenly it made me mad. 

“Vou better get yourself a new 
crystal,’ I said and left. I think 
I made it down those steps in three 
jumps.” 

















Gillingwater Is A 
Rich Sugar Daddy 
~ In Lightner Film 


(Biography May 1, 1931) 

The long lean figure of Claude 
Gillingwater has become familiar to 
millions of picture fans during the 
ten years in which the famous actor 
has appeared in pictures. 

Preceding that first appearance, 
arranged by Mary Pickford and 
Douglas Fairbanks, as the grand- 
father in “Little Lord Fauntleroy,” 
Gillingwater had played for thirty 
years upon the American and Eng- 
lish stages. 

Although often considered an 
English actor, Mr. Gillingwater is 
really a native Missourian who spent 
his youth in St. Louis. 

In pictures Mr. Gillingwater has 
divided his time almost equally be- 
tween serious roles and comedy 
characters. It is in the latter ca- 
pacity, the one in which he really 
excels, that he appears in “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” the current Warner 
Brothers feature at the 





talking pictures. 


Dorothy Christie Is 
Here In Cast Of 
“Gold Dust Gertie” 


(Biography May 1, 1931) 
Dorothy Christy who plays the 
part of a battling wife in “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” the Warner Bros. pro- 
duction starring Winnie Lightner, 
now at the...... Theatre was born 
in Reading, Pa. She was educated 
there and at the Beechwood Finish- 

ing School near Philadelphia. 
While visiting her sister in Holly- 
wood she met and married Hal 
Christy, then a title-writer and now 
successful as a songwriter. When 
her husband came East to do the 
book for a musical show she ac- 





~“pcoimpanied him and continued—her 


study of the voice under Albert 
Jeanette. 

She secured a job in the “Follies” 
and on the strength of it talked 
herself into a contract with Schwab 
and Mandel, giving up her first job 
before she reported for work. She 
secured a release from the second, 
several days later, to-go into the 
talkies. 

She has been seen on the screen 
in “So This Is London,” “Playboy 
of Paris,” “Big Money,” “Extrava- 
gance,” “She Got What She Want- 
ed,” “Caught Cheating,” ‘Parlor, 
Bedroom and Bath,” “Big Business 
Girl” and “Party Husband.” 


Former Follies Girl 
Supports Lightner 
In‘“‘Gold Dust Gertie” 


_ , (Biography May 1, 1931) 
Vivian Oakland who plays one of 
the twin wives in Gold Dust Gertie” 





California town. 

She was launched on the stage at 
five, making her grown up debut at 
the old Alcazar Theatre in San 
Francisco. In 1916 she appeared in 
the “Follies” and afterward was un- 
der the management of Erlanger, 
and Dillingham, and was for two 
years in the Orpheum circuit. 

Miss Oakland is five feet six 
inches in height, weighing one hun- 
dred and thirty-seven pounds. She 
has blue eyes and blonde hair. Miss 
Oakland is the wife of John T. 
Murray. 

Among pictures in which she has 
appeared are “Madonna of Avenue 
A,” “The Time, the Place and the 
Girl,” “Viennese Nights,” “Back 
Pay” and. “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” 

Winnie is still seeking the answer 
to what the gypsy woman in Buf- 
falo saw in her palm. She has since 
gone to hundreds of fortune tellers. 
ici Siemens deeded ebaeaieneoeet oad See 





She will probably be a fortune- 
telling fan all her life. 

Others in the cast of “Gold Dust 
Gertie” are, Olsen and Johnson, 
famous clowns of nonsense—Doro- 
thy Christy, Claude Gillingwater, 
Arthur Hoyt, George Byron, Vivian 
Oakland, Charley Grapewin, Charles 
Judels and Virginia Sale. Roy Del 
Ruth directed. 
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Hard Plugging Wins 
Winnie Lightner An 

Enviable Position 
Star of “Gold Dust Gertie” Now 


Betis cas Theatre, Noted 
For High Speed Industry 








(Short Feature) 

More than all else Winnie Light- 
her is a plugger. Not a plugger 
for songs alone—although she is the 
shining example to all ambitious 
singers in that respect—but in 
everything she does. 

_Winnie plugs everything, holes in 
dialogue, awkward spaces in action, 
forgotten cues. When she works in 
a picture she sees to it that the pro- 
duction is water tight, air tight and 
laugh tight. She fills all empty 
spaces with her own personality. 

She is, according to Lloyd Bacon 
her director in “Gold Dust Gertie” 
the Warner Bros. comedy, now at 
ie Theatre, the greatest 
scene-saver in the picture business. 
She can be trusted to leave no gaps. 

The cost in energy is high. Fre- 
quently the star leaves the studio 
at night limp with fatigue. Plug- 
ging is hard work but Winnie knows 
no other way of putting a picture 
over. She is probably the hardest- 
working actress on the combiried 
Warner Brothers-First National lots 
from the standpoint of actual physi- 
cal exertion. She stamps her feet 
and bites her nails and groans that 
she can “never do it”—and then 
goes out and does it very well in- 
deed. ; 

Plugging-away-at-it put Winnie 
where she is today in popular favor. 
She worked her way to stardom by 
the hardest possible route. that of 
putting over scenes and _ songs 
against all-star competition. 

Arrived in Hollywood for her first 
feature length picture, in which she 
was to be billed sixth or seventh 
in a list of important screen names, 
Winnie went energetically to work. 

Within a week the gossip about 
the Warner Brothers studio was 
that she was bound to steal the 
picture.” The picture was “Gold 


___Diggers _of —Braadway?-—and—the|- 


chances are, more people remember 
Winnie in it, than all the other 
people put together. It was a par- 
ticularly successful piece of uncon- 
scious thievery. 

Winnie plugged her part in “Gold 
Diggers of Broadway” for all it was 
worth. She worked day. and night 
to make a place for herself in Hol- 
lywood, without realizing what an 
important place she was actually go- 
ing to have in that interesting com- 
munity. And having started plug- 
ging songs and scenes and sequences 
in one picture she has just natur- 
ally had to keep it up. Directors, 
producers and public all expect it 
now and Winnie must keep plug- 
ging to keep them happy. 

So Winnie is plugging away and 
with Winnie that means putting all 
her energies, all her talents, all her 
abilities into scenes and onto film 
for “Gold Dust Gertie.” Some day 
that apparently limitless power to 
plug may fail, but until it does Win- 
nie will go on working harder than 
anybody else and worrying more 
than any six others and putting 
everything she has behind every- 
thing she says and does. 

“Gold Dust Gertie” faetures the 
international clown team, Olsen and 
Johnson. Others in the cast are 
Dorothy Christy, Claude Gilling- 
water, Arthur Hoyt, George Byron, 
Vivian Oakland, Charley Grapewin, 
Charles Judels and Virginia Sale, 
Lloyd Bacon directed. 
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SHE'S in 


town again 


BOYS !t-—( 


BEWARE! 


WITH 


OLSEN and 
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A Warner Bros. & Vitaphone Hit! 
Cut No. 12 


SPINACH START 
PIE FINISH 


Winnie Lightner, star of “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” the Warner Bros. 
comedy, now at the 
atre, not only punches the bag 
with characteristic vigor, but 


diets with Spartan determination 
—for she claims it is in her con- 
tract—that she must not expand! 


She began her lunch, says a 
friend who was with her recently 
in the restaurant at the Warner 
First National studios at Bur- 
bank, California—with a spinach 
sandwich on whole wheat bread 
without butter or mayonnaise 
and a cup of black coffee. 
“There’s an ounce.here and there 
to come off!” she remarked. 


The friend was lost in admir- 
ation for the heroism of the tom- 
boy of the talkies, till she sud- 
denly hailed a waiter and ordered 
hot mince pie with brandy sauce 
and a cup of chocolate. “Let’s 
make believe its my birthday!” 
she said. 





ST 
GERTIE 


WARIISR 









WILDER 
THAN EVER— 


She slayed you with 
fun in “Gold Dig- 
gets of Broadway” 
She left you limp 
with laughter in 
“Life of the Party” 


She’s in great shape 
for another whirl at 
nonsense. 















Precious little gold- 
getter—She’ll make 
you—take you—and 
shake you with the 
latest styles in Laffs! 
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Sister Of Author 
Of “Specialist” In 
Odd Comedy Role 


(Biography May. 1, 1931) 








Virginia Sale, who plays the part|othy Christy, Claude Gillingwater, 
as secretary in support of Winnie|Arthur Hoyt, George Byron, Vivian 


Lightner, in “Gold Dust Gertie” the 


Warner Bros. comedy now at the|Judels and Virginia Sale. Roy Del 
Theatre, is the sister of the| Ruth directed. 


famous vaudeville artist and author, 
Chic Sale. 


Miss Sale was born in Urbana, 
Illinois, and educated in Urbana 
High School, the University of II- 
linois and the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts in New York 
City. She spent five years in the 
legitimate and vaudeville, entering 
pictures in 1927, doing a bit in King 
Vidor’s “The Crowd.” 


Among her pictures are “Legion- 
naires in Paris,” “Cohens and Kel- 
lys in Atlantic City,” “Fancy Bag- 
gage,” “Why Be Good,” “The Dude 
Wrangler,” “Embarrassing Mo- 
ments,” “This Is Heaven,” “Show 
Girl in Hollywood” and “Bright 
Lights.” 


Miss Sale is five feet five inches 
in height, weighs one hundred and 
twenty pounds and has brown eyes 
and brown hair. Lloyd Bacon is 
the director of “Gold Dust Gertie” 
which features in addition to the 
Misses Lightner and Sale, Olsen 
and Johnson, famous knockabouts 
of nonsense. 


Lightner Says She 
Is Not Raising Her 
Son To Be An Actor 


“Star of Gold Dust Gertie” Now 
AES, Theatre Discusses 
Bringing Up A Boy 
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(Short Feature) 

Winnie Lightner now starring at 
the Theatre in Warner Bros. 
“Gold Dust Gertie,’ says she isn’t 
raising her boy to be an actor and 
doesn’t care who knows it. “Of 
coure,” she qualifies, “he’ll probably |: 
grow up to be one, if he makes up 
his mind to it like I rid, but If|} 
mama has her way he’ll he a sur- 
geon—and a good one!” 

All of Winnie’s tremendously 
busy life is centered about her baby |! 
boy, not yet three years old. Forced 
by her profession to leave him often 
in the care of a nurse, she never- 
theless keeps close check on what|} 
he does, what he eats, how he sleeps 
and where he plays. 

Her first question when she visits 
a fortune teller, which she frequent- 
ly does, is about the welfare of 
Dickie. But she will tell you that 
she takes no stock in their answers, 
that she stands ready to fight Dick- 
ie’s fights for him until he is old 
enough to fight for himself and that 
neither fortunetellers nor pessimists 
can worry her about his future. 

Close about her plans for Dickie 
are wrapped other plans which 
Winnie Lightner has for the future. 
A child’s hospital, with Winnie as 
patron saint and the chief visitor and 
with Winnie’s son as the practicing 
ees that is the dream of her 
life. 

That hope dates back to a tragic 
moment when a niece of the now 
famous and wealthy actress, almost 
a baby, struggled against the over- 
whelming odds of infantile paralysis 
without the benefit of expert medi- 
cal help. “Almost in front of my 
eyes she became a cripple,” says 
Winnie and something of the black 
horror of those poverty-ridden days 
comes back to her. 

“Someday I’m going to have a 
children’s hospital of my own,” she 
confided in a particularly confiden- 
tial moment. Because she dislikes 
to recall the occasion that gave rise 
to that ambition she mentions the 
idea to few. Winnie of the glib 
tongue and free-and-easy manner 
actually tells less about herself than 
many a celebrity noted for modesty. 


Strange ambitions these are to 
be behind the rollicking, roisterous 
red-head who has made the loud- 
laugh and the apparently vacant 
mind a box office sensation. 

Not that Winnie doesn’t enjoy 
being the hoodlum of the talking 
screen. She frankly likes her roles, 
admits they are the parts she can 
play best, and calls herself pretty 
lucky. 

But the wisecracks that fit so per- 
fectly into her boisterous features 
in “Gold Dust Gertie” don’t pre- 
vent Winnie having serious plans 
for the three year old who is at 
home, decorating the furniture with 
finger marks while she plugs scenes 
for Warner Brothers pictures. 

Dickie is to be a doctor. So far 
as Winnie’s plans go. She hasn’t 
raised her boy to be an actor! 

Others in the cast of “Gold Dust 
Gertie” are Olsen and Johnson, Dor- 












































Olsen and Johnson, noisy knock-a-bouts 
of stage and screen, are currently to be 
seen in support of Winnie Lightner in — 
her latest Warner Bros, & Vitaphone 
comedy, “Gold-Dust Gertie,” at the Strand. 


Lad From Limerick 
Ably Supports The 
Lady Of Laughter 


(Biography May 1, 1931) 

George Byron, who plays the 
yacht captain in “Gold Dust Gertie,” 
Warner Bros. comedy starring Win- 
nie Lightner, now at the........ 
Theatre was born in Limerick, Ire- 
land and educated at Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin. He attended the 
American Academy of Dramatic 
Art, specializing in literature. 

He was content with his remark- 
able success on the stage in impor- 
tant roles in such plays as“Light- 
nin’,” “If I Was Rich,” “Front 
Page” and “Twelve Miles Out,” un- 
til talking pictures made his services 
so valuable to studios that he could 
no longer resist their offers. 

He entered pictures in 1929 ap- 
pearing among other films in “Song 
Writer,” “Officer O’Brien,’ and 
“The Czar of Broadway.” Mr. By- 
ron is five feet seven and one-half 
inches in height, weighing one hun- 
dred and sixty-five pounds and with 
blue eyes and brown hair. His 
Te sports are golf and hand- 

all. 


Judels Stormy Style 
Designer In Latest 
Lightner Comedy 


Charles Judels who plays fiery 
designer of bathing-suits in “Gold 
Dust Gertie,’ the Warner Bros. 
comedy starring Winnie Lightner, 
now at the Theatre, made 
his fame and fortune as producer 
and director of stage shows, includ- 
ing such famous productions as 
“Artists and Models,” “Gay Paree,” 
“Night in Spain” and “Greenwich 
Village Follies.’ ‘He has become 
known as one of the funniest of the 
talking screen*comedians within the 
past two years. He specializes in 
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Oakland, Charley Grapewin, Charles 





dialects of languages which he does 
not speak. Judels was born in Am- 
sterdam but came to New York 
City as a young child. He has ap- 
peared recently in “The Life of the 
in 






SCREEN BEAUTIES 
LOOK LIKE TWINS 







Party” and “Fifty Million 


Winnie Lightner is supported 
Frenchmen.” 


in “Gold Dust Gertie,” the War- 
ner Bros. slapstick classic now 
atthe Theatre by Dorothy 
Christy and Vivian Oakland, two 
Hollywood beauties who look so 
much alike that they are cast as 
the twin sisters who marry and 
mar the lives of Olsen and John- 
son, those clowns of the talkies 
who are only second to Miss 
Lightner in their ability to make 
staid citizens roll in the aisles. 


Others who make “Gold Dust 
Gertie” the chief of laughmaking 
films are Claude Gillingwater, 
Arthur Hoyt, George Byron, 
Charley Grapewin, Charles Ju- 
dels and Virginia Sale. Lloyd 
Bacon directed. 
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HOW THEY WILL LOVE HER! 





Chic’s Clever Sister Is 


‘ ° rT; 1a.” 
Lightner Aides In “Gold Dust Gertie oe ee 


Prove That One-Hundred -Per-Centing 
In Nonsense Pays Biggest Dividends 





(Current Reader) 
Virginia Sale, who plays a sup- 





porting comedy role in “Gold Dust 
Gertie,” Warner Brothers 
Winnie Lightner-Olsen and Johnson 


Olsen and Johnson, Who First Included All Acts Of 
Vaudeville Show In Their Own Finale, 
Discover That Total Insanity Wins 
Laughs Where Partial Fails 


(Short Feature) 

Dividends from delirium—profits from poppycock—Olsen 
and Johnson, the comedians playing in “Gold Dust Gertie” 
with Winnie Lightner at the........ Theatre have made one 
hundred percent foolishness pay and pay big. 


Bit by bit all semblance of sense 
had been knocked out of their rou- 
tine, their acts, their parts in pic- 
tures. They have systematically 
become sillier and more popular 
with the public and profitable to 
themselves all the time. 

Fifteen years ago when Harold 
Ogden (Chic) Johnson and John 
Sigvard (Ole) Olsen left college and 
started out in vaudeville, they had 
a semi-serious piano and singing 
act. Johnson played the piano Ol- 
sen sang. According to Ole they 
“weren’t so hot.” 


Gradually they sandwiched in 
more comedy with the songs and 
piano playing. The public liked 
that better and each succeeding act 
saw more foolishness and less music. 

When they decided they needed 
more people in their act to furnish 
comedy material they couldn’t afford 
to hire any additional talent, so they 
gave the property man in each 
theatre twenty-five cents each per- 
formance to play straight for them. 

As their popularity increased and 
their pay grew, the property men 
began to look forward to the Olsen 


and Johnson act knowing that they 
would expect five or ten dollars a 
day extra pay for standing in on 
their act. 

Then the property men unionized 
and that plan was no longer feas- 
ible. The comedy team, by that 
time becoming famous over various 
vaudeville circuits, began conscript- 
ing supporting talent from other 
acts that appeared on the bill with 
them. 

They organized what came to be 
known in vaudeville as the “end 
piece,” a hodge-podge of comedy 
following the other acts in which 
not only Olsen and Johnson took 
part but as many people from the 
other acts as were willing to help 
out. 


The end piece became tremend- 
ously popular and the idea was 
widely copied on all circuits. 

It had one weakness. It’s success 
depended entirely upon the clever- 
ness of the people appearing on any 
given program and sometimes the 
Olsen and Johnson act was much 
funnier than other times. 

Following a season in New York 
with a show of their own, Olsen 
and Johnson organized their own 
permanent company and no longer 
depended upon outside assistance to 
complete their act at each perform- 
ance. 

During the years in which these 
changes were taking place Olsen and 
Johnson had gradually eliminated 
all serious moments from their rou- 
tine. 

“We depend upon speed and 
building,” explains Olsen. “Every 
time we succeeded in getting an 
audience into an hilarious mood and 
then tried a song we found that 
all impetus was lost, that we had 
to do all that hard work over again 
to build up the next gag. So we 
quit the serious moments and set- 
tled down to a steady diet of fool- 
ishness.” 


latest 


feature picture, now playing at the 
coe ae Theatre, is a sister of the 
Within recent 
months she has won herself a defi- 


famous “Chic” Sale. 





nite place in the film colony as a 
comedienne of ability, appearing in 
“Viennese Nights,” “Moby Dick” 
and many other recent pictures. 
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WINNIE 


LIGHTNER 


Her pace is her fortune! She takes the 
dough from every man—Takes the breath 
from every wife—In her own “sweet” way! 


GOLD 


DUST 
GERTIE 


Faster than “Gold Diggers of 
Broadway”! Funnier than “Life of 
the Party”! Bigger and better than 
both combined! 


OLSEN and 
JOHNSON 


America’s Craziest Clowns 
Dorothy — Christy 
Claude Gillingwater 
Vivienne Oakland 

Virginia Sale 
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Tomboy Of The Talkies 
Here In Her Funniest 


ae 


(Advance Reader) 


Only Expert Swimmers 
In “Gold Dust Gertie” 


Profiting from this experience, 
Warner Brothers have never at- 
tempted to make Olsen and John- 
son do anything sensible in pictures. 
Concentrated nonsense without a 
grain of reason is what they do 





(Current Reader) 


best, what the public likes and what 
they feature in “Gold Dust Gertie” 
in support of Winnie Lightner. 
Others in the cast of “Gold Dust 
Gertie” are Dorothy Christy, Claude 
Gillingwater, Arthur Hoyt, George 
Byron, Vivian Oakland, Charley 
Grapewin, Charles Judels and Vir- 
ginia Sale. Roy Del Ruth directed. 





Winnie Lightner, whose latest 
starring vehicle “Gold Dust Gertie” 
the Warner. Bros. comedy, is com- 
ing to the........ Theatre. to. 
next, won her title “Tomboy of the 
Talkies” when she stole honors in 
“Gold Diggers of Broadway” almost 
two years ago. She lives up to her 


reputation. fe 


Fortunately for the comedy se- 
quences in “Gold Dust Gertie,” 


Warner Brothers feature comedy 
starring Winnie Lightner and fea- 
turing Olsen and Johnson, none of 
the principals are afraid of water. 
If they had been this story could 
never have been filmed. It.is show- 
ing now at the........ Theatre. 


Director Always Takes Topspeed Slapstick 


Bits In His Pictures 





(Advance Reader) 


- Lloyd Bacon, who directed “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” starring Winnie 


Lightner and featuring Olsen and 
Johnson, for Warner Brothers, al- 
ways finds a bit part for himself 
in every picture. In “Gold Dust 
Gertie,” which comes to the........ 
Theatre ==. next he plays a min- 
or role but is betting his best friends 
they will not recognize him. 


Mr. Bacon is the son of Frank 
Bacon, author and star of “Light- 
nin’” which broke all Broadway 


records when produced there. 








=». She’s In Great Shape 
For Another Whirl 
At Nonsense 








A WARNER BROS. 
& VITAPHONE 
PICTURE! 











Bathing Beauty Parade 
In “Gold Dust Gertie” 


(Current Reader) 

A bathing beauty parade, featur- 
ing the most advanced styles in 
beach costumes, is a feature in 
“Gold Dust Gertie,” the new War- 
ner Brothers picture starring Win- 
nie Lightner and featuring Olsen 
and Johnson. “Gold Dust Gertie,” 
now showing at the....... Theatre. 

Miss Lightner is at her funniest 
in this one. 





Drives Players Loco 
In Winnie's New Hit 


“Gold Dust Gertie” Starring Miss 
Lightner, With Olsen and 
Johnson Comes to The.......... 








(Advance Story) 

Warner Bros. were on the right 
way to satisfy public demand when 
they decided to star Winnie Light- 
ner, queen of slapstick, with Olsen 
and Johnson as queen’s fools for 
the three can treat ’em rough and 
make ’em like it, as nobody else 
can. The uproarious trio will be 
seen in “Gold Dust Gertie”’........ 
at-thes) 3 = fHeatte 2 next. 

Winnie and the famous pair of 
comics, were put through paces that 
left them breathless. They were 
ducked and __half-drowned—they 
were given a fish bath—they were 
made to endure the uncomfortable 
presence of eels in their lingerie— 
they were swatted over the head 
with breakaway vases and given one 
of the most thrilling speedboat rides 
in the history of motion pictures. 

The three are certain they earned 
their money in “Gold Dust Gertie.” 
Winnie dubbed Director Lloyd Ba- 
con her Simon Legree. 

Other well known comedians who 
assist in building this riot of comedy 
are Claude Gillingwater, Charles 
Judels, Dorothy Christy, Charley 
Grapewin, George Byron, Vivian 
Oakland, Virginia Sale, and Arthur 
Hoyt. 





Too Laugh - Crammed 
For Laugh Timing, 
“Gold Dust Gertie” 


Winnie Lightner’s Latest Warner 
Bros. Comedy Comes................ 
Next to the 2.33.55 Theatre 








me _ (Advance Storv) 
_ The ditiiculty of tints vor laughs — 
in the making of a modern screen 
comedy is complicated by the clev- 
erness of the comedians in the cast. 

As a consequence “Gold Dust 
Gertie,” Warner Brothers latest fea- 
ture picture starring Winnie Light- 
ner and featuring Olsen and John- 
son, which comes to the.......... 
‘Theatre. >... next, offered the 
sound recording departments alto- 
gether new problems because prac- 
tically every member of the large 
cast is rated as a first class screen 
comic and is certain to share in the 
laughter which the picture provokes. 

High-speed action and fast lines 
were necessary to keep the tempo 
of the hilarious farce at full speed 
ahead. There is little time for waits 
to let the audience catch up it’s 
laughing, yet it is so timed that no 
lines are lost and no situation left 
vague because of the noise of ap- 
preciation that always. greets the 
antics of Winnie Lightner, Olsen 
and Johnson or any of the support- 
ing players. 

Claude __Gillingwater, Dorothy 
Christy, Vivian Oakland, Virginia 
Sale, Arthur Hoyt, Charley Grape- 
win, George Byron, and Charles 
Judels are in the cast of “Gold Dust 
Gertie” and share in its tumultu- 
ous fun. Lloyd Bacon directed. 


Winnie Turns Public 
Disdain Into Ducats 





(Current Story) 


Winnie Lightner, who is starred 
in “Gold Dust Gertie,” the Warner 
Bros. comedy now at the.......... 
Theatre, first meant to be a de- 
votee of the tragic muse, but got 
off on the wrong foot in her first 
public appearance on a_ Buffalo 
stage, and was laughed at in re- 
turn for the sob song she offered. 

The laughter gave her a sure 
hunch, that her business was to 
make people laugh instead of cry. 
She started on this new track and 
was able to turn the smarting mem- 
ory of that day when she got the cold 
shoulder, into plenty of good cold 
cash. 

Others who add moments of mer- 
riment to “Gold Dust Gertie” are 
the clowns de luxe, Olsen and John- 
son—Charles Judels, Claude Gilling- 
water, Arthur Hoyt, George Byron, 
Charles Grapewin, Dorothy Christy, 
Vivian Oakland Virginia Sale. Lloyd 
Bacon directed. 
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OLSEN & JOHNSON HAVE A REAL 


in beauty baths. 





“Gold Dust Gertie” 
Advises Fish Bath 
For Beauty Hounds 


Winnie Lightner Who Comes To 
The Strand.......... Next, Explains 
New Aid to Feminine Charm 





i 


(Advance Story) 


Winnie Lightner, who comes to 
Che Ss AEheatres; ns next in 
“Gold Dust Gertie,” Warner Bros. 
uproarious comedy, which also fea- 
tures Olsen and Johnson, has some- 
thing to say in praise of the latest 


“Anna Held rates the credit for 
originating the milk bath. Several 
actresses have taken credit for the 
champagne bath, designed for other 
purposes than beauty, and one fam- 
ous movie star once advocated a 
buttermilk bath for the skin you 
love to touch—but take from little 
Winnie a fish bath tops them all! 
You take this bath in a boat, en- 
tirely surrounded by fish of every 
sort and condition.. I am just re- 
covering from the effects of two 
days spent in taking such a bath. 
Clad only in a bathing suit and a 
pair of duck trousers, without even 
stockings to keep the fish off my 
legs, endured the rigors of deep sea 
fish bathing with only Olsen and 
Johnson, as companions in misery. 

“The script called for the three 


of us to be submerged in a speed 
boat, and come to the surface after 
a heavy wave had passed over us 
with the boat loaded with fish. Af- 
ter trying the scene at sea, with 
little success except seasickness and 
the loss of the fish we made it on 


She digs “L” out of 
play and makes it 
pay! 


LAFF! 


She’s the gold-get- 
tingest girl that 
ever shook the dust 
from Broadway! 


LAFF! 


dry land. At least it was dry when : 2 
ee started. Tons of water were Funniest girl on 
dumped on me and my boy friends—| two legs. Wilder 


then tons of fish—live fish that had 
been transnorted twenty miles from 
{the-séz Sawer arn Uyic ‘deput. 
“After two days of screaming and 
dodging among the wriggling deni- 
zens of the deep I can’t look even 
a gold fish in the face! “I don’t 
know exactly what fish baths are 
good for, but I recommend them 
highly,” Winnie says, “Like the 
boy hitting his head with a hammer, 
it seems so good when you quit! 
Others in the cast of “Gold Dust 
Gertie” are Dorothy Christy, Claude 
Gillingwater, Arthur Hoyt, George 
Byron, Vivian Oakland, Charley 
Grapewin, Charles Judels and Vir- 
ginia Sale. Lloyd Bacon directed. 


than ever, in her 










A WARNER BROS. 
& VITAPHONE HIT! 
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Film Beauty Contest 
In Lightner Comedy 
“Gold Dust Gertie” Starring 


Winnie Lightner, Comes to 
pene Theatre On............ 





Chic Still Dreads Blows 
On His Dome, Says Ole 


(Current Reader) 

Chic Johnson of Olsen and John- 
son, who with Winnie Lightner 
share comedy honors in Warner 
Brothers feature picture “Gold Dust 
Gertie” now at the........ Theatre, 
has taken most of the punishment 
in their act for fifteen years but 
has never grown used to it. He 
worries constantly before any scene 
in which he is to be struck with 
breakaway furniture or crockery or 
in which he is expected to take a 
tumble but has never been seriously 








(Advance Story) 


_ California tourists were apprecia- 
tive onlookers at an unadvertised 
bathing beauty contest during the 
filming of Warner Bros. “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” starring Winnie 
Lightner, which comes to the...... 
Théatre- =... . next for a run of 


+ he event was staged on a com- 
paratively forsaken stretch of beach 
but before a scene had been made 
the location had taken on the ap- 
pearance of the Coney Island water 
front on a July week-end. 

The result was that several hun- 
dred California tourists appear in 
the picture “Gold Dust Gertie” 
along with the hired extras and bit 
players taken to the location by the 
studio. This was altogether satis- 
factory to Lloyd Bacon, director, 
who claims that no one can look 
so much like a sight-seeing tourist 
crowding in to see a bathing beauty 
parade as a real sight-seeing tourist, 
crowding in to see a motion picture 
imitation of a bathing beauty parade. 


GIANT MOVIE DOG 
GETS FLAT FEET 






Winnie Lightner, star of “Gold 
Dust Gertie’ the Warner Bros. 
slapstick classic now at the...... 
Theatre, became familiar to Hol- 
lywoodites by driving a midget 
car in company of a giant St. 
Bernard dog known as Bim. 

Unlike his mistress, Bim be- 
came careless of his diet and 
exercise and suddenly developed 
flat feet. His visits to the set 
were necessarily banned since he 
made such a noise when he 
walked that the sound recorded 
and shots were spoiled. 


Others in the cast of “Gold 
Dust Gertie” are the clowns, Ol- 
sen and Johnson—as well as Dor- 
othy Christy, Claude Gilling- 
| water, Arthur Hoyt, George By- 














There are few scenes in pictures 
to which the public is welcomed 
but the beach scenes in “Gold Dust 
Gertie” were the exception. If this 
had not been so, the company would 
have journeyed far up the Pacific 
coast from Los Angeles in search 
of a really deserted beach. 











‘ron, Vivian Oakland, Charley “Gold Dust Gertie” features Ol- 
| Grapewin, Charles Judels and ||S¢" and Johnson—with Claude Gil- 
j Virginia Sale. Lloyd Bacon di- lingwater, Charles Judels, Virginia 
j rected. Sale, Dorothy Christy, Charley 









Grapewin, Vivian Oakland and Ar- 
thur Hoyt. 
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Tourists Treated To |Lobsters Add To Clown 


Terror In Big Comedy 





(Current Reader) 


Two huge live lobsters were only 
a few of the unusual and difficult 
props needed for the latest Warner 
Brothers comedy, “Gold Dust Ger- 
tie,’ starring Winnie Lightner and 
featuring Olsen and Johnson. Both 
weird creatures add to the hilarity 
of the picture which is the current 
attraction at the........ Theatre. 


Charley Grapewin In 
Support Of Lightner 
In “Gold Dust Gertie” 


(Biography May 1, 1931) 

Charley Grapewin, who plays the 
part of Mr. Hautrey, the office man- 
ager susceptible to feminine charm, 
in “Gold Dust Gertie’ the Warner 
Bros. comedy, starring Winnie 
Lightner, now at the....... Theatre, 
was for thirty-five years a noted ac- 
tor of the stage. 

He was in the legitimate and in 
vaudeville and both wrote and star- 
red in “The Awakening of Mr. 
Pipp,” “Up to You,” “Above the 
Lines,” “Gossip Town” and others. 
He entered pictures in 1929 appear- 
ing in “The Shannons of Broadway,” 
“Jed’s Vacation,” “Ladies’ Choice,” 
“The Redhaired Hussy,” and “The 
Millionaire.” 

Mr. Grapewin was born in Xenia, 
Ohio and educated in his native 
state. His wife’s professional name 
was Anna Chase. He is five feet 
seven and one-half inches in height, 
weighs one hundred and _ fifty 
pounds and has blue eyes and brown 
hair. 

Mr. Grapewin is a 33rd Degree 
Mason. 
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_.| outbreaks, the artistic licenses of her life. 


Winnie Lightner Proud Of Background 
Remote From The Four Hundred But 
— Close To Life of The Four Million 


Star of Warner Bros. “‘Gold Dust Gertie” Now Showing 
ALTO a Theatre, Tells Of Her Struggles With 
Poverty And Of Those Who Blame Others By 
Saying That They Have ‘No Background’ 








A happy marriage goes crashing on the rocks of discord amid lurid 
publicity. “No background,” says a wise guy. “No background,” echoes 
a sensation-loving public. A new screen star soars into prominence, fol- 
lowed immediately by stories of her extravagance, her temperamental 
“No background,” concludes 
the smuggly domesticated. “What can you expect, without any back- 
ground?” asks one ordinary mortal of another, indicating thereby that 
they have something which the star lacked. 

Which leads Winnie Lightner, star of the Warner Bros. pictures “Gold 
Dust Gertie’ now at the........ Theatre, to inquire: 


“What is background, anyway? “Well, what is it? 


“All of my mistakes and some of my successes have been blamed on 
background, ’ declares Winnie Lightner. “I’ve made up my mind to find 
out what it is. 


“All my life I’ve been haunted by the idea that I had no background. 
At first I thought they meant that I had not gone to Miss Somebody’s 
finishing school. Later it seemed to be because my family was not in 
the social register. Now I don’t know what it means except that few 
people in public eye who make any mistakes of any kind, ever have it, 
in the opinion of all others. 

“Well, most backgrounds aren’t made up of finishing schools and 
social registers any more than mine is. The majority of them are much 
like mine, full of hardships, poverty sometimes, love of family and work. 

“T’ve come to the place where I’m proud of my background or the 
lack of it if you prefer to call it that, because it’s just like several million 
other peoples’ pasts; just as full of mistakes and happiness and misery 
and luck. 

“Now when I hear something about myself and hear it blamed onto 
my background I can smile about it. But for a long time it hurt. I 
had the idea that everybody else, nearly, had been born with a Brad- 
streets rating and a gold knife, fork and spoon. 

er wasn’t. My mother died two hours after I was born. I didn’t 
know it for eleven years, though, because an aunt and uncle, my mother’s 
sister and her husband, took me into their home. They were poor but 
they had no children of their own and they loved me very much. 

“Until my foster mother died about two years ago, I never told anyone 
she wasn’t my real mother. But when I was eleven my father visited 
me. His family had never forgiven his marriage to my mother, mostly 
for religious reasons, and for all those years I had not known of his 
existence. I remember it particularly because he gave me a dollar. It 
was my first whole dollar. 

“I moved to Buffalo with my aunt and uncle. I don’t know that we 
ever lacked for enough food or clothing but there never was much to 
spare. That part of my background isn’t glorious but it’s common 
enough in the world. 

“Nobody thought I could live when my uncle and aunt came for me 
to take me home with them. They had no money for expensive doctors 
but they had time and energy and love to spend on me in abundance and 
that seemed to do just as well. I’m rather proud of that piece of back- 
ground. 

“I went on the stage to earn a living, and to help out with the family 
finances. It was hard work and I was only sixteen years old. At 
seventeen I married John Patrick, then prominent in pictures. I didn’t 
know anything about love or marriage and so it didn’t last. I wanted 
happiness then as I have always wanted it since—without ever finding 
it. 

“There are three broken marriages behind me. They represent three 
mistakes I made, along with some other ones, less important. There 
has been plenty of unhappiness mixed up in any success I have had. 

“So I’ve made my own background. It’s hand embroidered, and 
homespun. It’s no antique heirloom that has to be lived up to. Every 
experience has added to it and my humble ancestry doesn’t worry me now 
as it once did. In fact I’m rather proud that I have done as well as I 
have with modest original equipment. 

“T find the backgroundedest people in the country have their troubles 
and make their mistakes just like the rest of us and they have no general 
excuse like those of us who had so little ‘foundation’ to work on. When 
they get into trouble perhaps it’s a case of too much background to 
live up to and not enough chance to be themselves.” 

So Winnie’s background is of her own making; a little patched in 
places but honest in values and lined with experience, even motherhood. 
Her baby boy is not yet three years old. 

As a matter of fact the development of her selfmade background has 
changed Winnie. The hoiden of London and Paris night life, of some 
years ago, has developed a serious side. She has plans for the future 
as well as pride in the past. ; 

“No one has a right to say ‘no background’ about anybody else,” Win- 
nie concluded. “It may be a different kind of a background but it’s there 
and the poorer it is the prouder the person who has come a long way 
from it ought to be. 

“When Mrs. Astorbilt gets into trouble—and sooner or later she gen- 
erally does—I don’t cluck my tongue and say ‘no background.’ The 
next time you hear someone criticize someone else ask them what they 
mean by background, anyhow! Do that for me, will you?” 

Others in the merry sequences of “Gold Dust Gertie” are Olsen and 
Johnson, Dorothy Christy, Claude Gillingwater, Arthur Hoyt, George 
Byron, Vivian Oakland, Charley Grapewin, Charles Judels and Virginia 
Sale. Lloyd Bacon directed. 
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FINE FASHION PHOTOGRAPHS 


There are available some especially posed “stills” 
of Winnie Lightner in up-to-the-minute styles in 
ladies: apparel and accessories. These are admirably 
suited for rotogravure display as well as window 
tie-ups. 








Order these photographs, mentioning item of 
apparel you desire and enclosing 10c for each, 
direct from, 


Still Department 
WARNER BROS. PICTURES 
321 West 44th Street, New York, N. Y. 


Prompt Attention Will Be Given Your Request 


~FANFOLLOWING. PLAY THEMBIG! 


Olsen-and Johnson, World’s Most 
Rabid Stunt-Pullers, Count The Day 
Lost That Leaves Them Unjailed 


Celebrated Clowns Appear Now At................ Theatre 
In “Gold Dust Gertie’ In Support Of The | 
Tomboy Of Talkiedom, Winnie Lightner 


(Biographical Feature) 
Olsen and Johnson, the famous comedians now appearing at 


mae 














Theatre in support of Winnie Lightner in “Gold 


Dust Gertie,” the Warner Bros. comedy, would walk a mile 
for a camel—if they were permitted to ride the animal down 


Main Street as a gag. They would 
go further than that for any other 
kind of a strange creature which of- 
fered a chance for a stunt. 

They recently went to Des 
Moines, Iowa, for a dwarf horse. 
Once they went out to sea after 
sharks, and got them. Johnson al- 
most lost a leg in the process but 
the result was worth it. They got 
a “swell lot of publicity” out of 
that stunt and have the clippings 
to prove it. 
son don’t think in terms of dollars 
and cents or of lines and cues but 
gags and stunts and the other things 
seem to just naturally take care 
of themselves. 


POLICE RIOTS 


“Here’s an idea,” says Ole Olsen, 
or “I thought maybe we could—” 
suggests Chic Johnson when they 
meet in the morning and right there 
they proceed to work it out. Some- 
times it stops traffic, sometimes they 
are arrested for disturbing the peace 
sometimes police appear with 
straight jackets in answer to riot 
calls, all depending upon where they 
meet, but invariably they work it 
out. 

Olsen has funnier ideas—Johnson 
has the funnier face—so its a tie, 

en remembers ; 
er but always has another line— 
often funnier, up his sleeve. In 
their act, Olsen pretends to be 
smart—Johnson pretends to. be 
dumb. Smart or dumb they divide 
the money and manage to get on. 

These “Siamese Twins” of | silli- 
ness—masters of monkey business 
—barons of buffoonery and kings of 


comedyy~as they are variously de- 
“Signated in their own advance no- 


i were busy with a slap stick 
ee in Warner Bros. “Gold Dust 
Gertie” starring Winnie Lightner, 
now at the........ Theatre, when 
interviewed. 

Johnson was about to be hit over 
the head with a breakaway vase 1n 
the hands of Dorothy Christy—and 
how he hated it! Johnson it 1s who 
takes all the punishment in the Ol- 
sen and Johnson act, the falls, the 
kicks, the swats over the head with 
crockery and furniture, but he has 
never grown used to it. 

“His hair’s getting thin there 
where the vases hit,” suggested Ol- 
sen. “I can hardly wait for Chick 
to get bald. I’ve got a swell gag 
with a toupee!” Anything for a 
gag. Olsen and Johnson have been 
in jails and asylums all over the 
world as a result of their stunts. 


DRIVE INTO RIVER 


“In Minneapolis we were arrested 
for trying to throw our balky Ford 
off a bridge into the river. We 
were arrested but they couldn’t de- 
cide what offense we had commit- 
ted. It was our Ford!” says Olsen. 

“We put a hundred three hundred 
pound cakes of ice on the streets of 
St. Louis last summer with a sign 
on each, ‘Keep Cool with Olsen 
and Johnson.’ They hauled us in- 
to court for that and the judge, 
who had seen our show, criticized 
the police department for arresting 
us and said he thought we were 
doing great work in trying to amuse 
people in hard times,” says Johnson. 

“And in Seattle’—both Olsen and 
Johnson began together—In Seattle 
the boys had a great time because 
they crossed talents with a practical 
joker who had seldom been bested. 
The fun began when the local clown 
called the comedians after their first 
performance, told them he was a 
critic on one of the Seattle papers, 
and that their show was the worst 
he had ever reviewed. 


RABBITS AS GAGS 


The next day the man and a party 
of friends appeared in force in a box 
in the theatre and proceeded to 
read newspapers all during the Ol- 
sen and Johnson act. The night 
before Johnson had been rabbit 
hunting, with considerable success. 
Each time Olsen made an entrance 
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during the act he tossed a dead 
rabbit into the box where the news- 
paper readers were sitting. As a 
climax Johnson tossed a bucket of 
water into the same box, while the 
audience howled with delight. 


That night Olsen and Johnson 
hired painters to redecorate the front 
of the man’s jewelry store with 
bright green paint. Then they ad- 
vertised for men with beards and 
bicycles to apply for work as Santa 
Clause delivery boys at that store 
the next afternoon. The result was 
even better than anticipated. 


“It was just before Christmas,” 
Olsen grinned in memory of the oc- 


| ing the street signs. 
4 “We milked cows in front of a 
Chicago theatre, for the milk fund 
‘benefit. In Australia we were taken 
Kangaroo hunting. 
d 


casion. “I never knew so many 
bearded men owned bicycles. <A 
crowd began to collect in front of 
the store and the bicycles and beards 
kept coming. ; 


“That night the man came to our 
dressing room and got down on his 
knees. Then he drew out a little 
white flag from his pocket and 
waved it. He wanted to call it 
quits. We left that night and the 
next morning he found a big sign 
over his store which read ‘Under 
new management, Olsen and John- 
son’,” 

“We are fairly safe from practical 
jokers now in Seattle,” added Olsen. 


MULE IN PARADE 


“We entered the Kansas City 
prosperity parade with a bony mule 
and an old cart,” Olsen recalled. 
“The parade marshall was much up- 
set but the public seemed to enjoy 
it.” We ended up in jail again 
but didnt’ stay long. It cost us 
ten dollars but everybody knew Ol- 
sen and Johnson were in town.” 


“We used to send a monkey in a 
cage as a gift to the mayor or chief 
of police in a city where we were 
opening,” added Johnson, “It always 
got a break in the papers. The 
mayor wasn’t always pleased and 
never knew just what to do with 
the present, but it was grand fun.” 


“Let’s do that scene again,” in- 
terrupted Lloyd Bacon, director for 
“Gold Dust Gertie.” Johnson’s face 
grew long. He rubbed the thin spot 
on the back of his head. “All my 
life’s been like this,” he complained 
as he walked away. 


STUNTS PAY BIG 


Olsen and Johnson have been to- 
gether in foolishness for fourteen 
years. They have never done the 
same act twice. They don’t always 
know when they start a perform- 
ance, just what change they will 
make but they are agreed that it 
shall be made. The making of pic- 
tures has tied them to a more or 
less certain routine while one scene 
is being filmed and refilmed but 
even so they manage a new twist 
in almost every take. The result 
is that any director is apt to be a 
little jumpy after completing an Ol- 
sen.and Johnson picture. 


For fourteen years their flare for 
stunts has paid big dividends. They 
take to a new gag suggestion with 
an enthusiasm that often leaves the 
suggester breathless. 


“They gave us a press party in 
St. Paul,” Olsen remembered while 
Johnson prepared for a new crack 
over the head. “We rented a horse 
drawn hearse. Chick drove and I 
rode in a casket. We got lost. So 
we rode through street after street 
of bright lights with me sitting up 
in the casket inside the hearse read- 


We caught a 
baby Kangaroo and had it for a pet 
for a time on the streets of Bris- 
bane. 

“We advertised in Seattle once 
that we would drop twenty pound 
turkeys from an airplane. The hu- 
mane society and the city fathers 
all got hot on the trail. Of course 
we knew we couldn’t get away with 
it, but it made a story.” 


The dwarf horse which Olsen and 
Johnson have recently featured in 
Hollywood, was found in Des 
Moines, Iowa. It is a freak, not a 
Shetland but a dwarf. They had 
the animal in Chicago and appeared 
with it in various theatres, hotels, 
night clubs and other places. 


BOUNCED FROM HOTEL 


“The only place in the country 
where we have been thrown out 
when we brought the horse in with 
us, was a Hollywood hotel” Chick 
Johnson said when he rejoined our 
group, rubbing his head gingerly. 

“Yes, funny, isn’t it?” asked Ol- 
sen. “We get away with a gag 
anywhere in the country except in 
Hollywood, the home of gags.” 

“Once more,” called Bacon, the 
determined director. A property 
man rushed by with a third break- 
away vase. 

“This will be the death of me 
yet,” moaned Chick Johnson. 

“He always hollers,” Olsen con- 
fidede, “but we bat him over the 
head just the same. It’s been that 
way for poor Chick for fourteen 
years. It’s a great gag.” ~ 

The cast of “Gold Dust Gertie” 
also includes Dorothy Christy, 
Claude. Gillingwater, Arthur Hoyt, 
George Byron, Vivian Oakland, 
Charley Grapewin, Charles Judels 
and Virginia Sale. : 
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HER TENDER “TOUCH” TURNS HEARTS TO GOLD! 


* 


*% 
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SHE MAKES DOUGHBOYS OUT OF SLOW BOYS!.... 


* 


* 


* 


SHE KNOCKS “L” OUT OF PLAY AND MAKES IT 
PAY! 
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* 


* 


GOLD DUST GERTIE—SHE CLEANS UP—AND HOW! 


* 
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HIT THE LAFF TRAIL WITH LIGHTNER! 


* 


% 


% 


SHE MAKES PROF-IT OUT OF “IT”! 


ok 
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SHE’LL LEAVE YOU LIMP WITH LAFFTER! 


Lightner Laugh Hit 
Presents Danger Of 


Too Many Husbands 


“Gold Dust Gertie’ Comes To 








(Advance Story) 


“Gold Dust Gertie,” the Warner 
Bros. picture which stars Winnie 
Lightner with Olsen and Johnson in 
support and opens.......... at the 
Theatre next, is one 
of the most riotous of comedies, 
teaming as it does, the screen’s out- 
standing comedienne and the most 
famous pair of stage clowns in 
America. 


Winnie turns vamp in her own 
behalf in “Gold Dust Gertie” a role 
in a way like her uproarious one 
in “Gold Diggers of Broadway.” 
The story involves a bathing beauty 
contest and a hilarious ocean voy- 
age on a private yacht, with three 
yf Winnie's” 
pective one, 
complications. 


The cast includes Claude Gilling- 
water, Charles Judels, Charley 
Grapewin, Virginia Sale, Dorothy 
Christy, Vivian Oakland and Arthur 
Hoyt. 

Lloyd Bacon who guided Winnie 
Lightner through “Sit Tight” and 
who directed Olsen and Johnson in 
“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” is re- 
sponsible for this particular feature 
comedy. 


contributing to the 





e€x-huisbands and a pros-| 


Lightner Believes 
In Big Prophecies 
Of Fortunetellers 


(Current Story) 

“Gold Dust Gertie,” the Warner 
Brothers comedy, now at the...... 
Theatre, was the first picture made 
by Winnie Lightner during what 
she refers to as her lucky year. 





It is generally known that Winnie 
is a fortune-telling fan. Never a 
week goes by but that she puts her 
trust in some new seer who pro- 
fesses to be able to foretell the fu- 
ture. All of those consulted agreed 
that 1931 was the Winnie’s big year. 


“T haven’t done so poorly up to 


now,” said Miss Lightner, when she 
returned to Hollywood from a New 
York visit and a personal appear- 


ance tour fo start work. yu iGold 


Dust Gertie,” so that must mean 
this year is to be my best! 

“Gold Dust Gertie’ the noted 
comedienne is paired with Olsen and 
Johnson, comics of stage and screen. 
Others in the cast are Claude Gil- 
lingwater, Vivian Oakland, Dorothy 
Christy, Charles Judels, Charley 
Grapewin, George Byron, Virginia 
Sale and Arthur Hoyt. 

Lloyd Bacon directed. 














Her “PACE” is _ 
Her FORTUNE !@ 


Fastest worker 
that ever slay- 
ed the boys 
with love! She 
takes the gold 
right out of 
their teeth. 
She’ll take the 
laughs out of 
your heart— 
faster — louder 
— longer than 
ever! 
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When Beauty Bathed 
In Dad’s Time 


Winnie Lightner stars’ in 
“Gold Dust Gertie’ the Warner 
Bros. comedy now at the 
Theatre, as a gold-digging de- 
signer of more than bathing 
suits. Beside the latest in beach 
styles are shown actual repro- 
ductions of the bathing regalia 
of thirty years ago, when not 
even the littlest toe of a beauty 
might be displayed without im- 
modesty. 


Olsen and Johnson are fea- 
ture in his uproarious slapstick 
classic. Others who lend merri- 
ment to the sequence are Dor- 
othy Christy, Claude Gilling- 
water, Arthur Hoyt, George By- 
ron, Vivian Oakland, Charley 
Grapewin, Charles Judels and 
Virginia Sale. Lloyd Bacon di- 
rected. 


They Clown Their Way 
Into Jail And Kid 
Their Way Out 


Olsen and Johnson with Winnie 
Lightner in “Gold Dust Gertie,” 
Come to........ Theatre........ Next 








(Advance Story) 

An hour in jail is as good as a 
page in a newspaper to Olsen and 
Johnson, comedians de luxe who 
have been in and out of some of the 
best jails in the world. Police who 
lack a sense of humor are the fav- 
orite victims of this pair of world- 
famous clowns who appear........ 
next at the Theatre with 
Winnie Lightner in Warner Bro- 
thers feature comedy, “Gold Dust 
Gertie.” 

Olsen and Johnson have several 
old and many new stunts calculated 
to them into minor difficulties with 
the police. If an officer is foolish 
enough to lose his temper and put 
the pair in jail, their day is a suc- 
CCS S a eee 
~The principal difficulty is” that 
they are never jailed twice in the 
same city. After one experience 
with these clowns any law enforce- 
ment department permanently re- 
fuses to jail them for anything less 
than murder. It’s very discourag- 
ing, they say, being able to break 
into but one jail in a city. 

Olsen and Johnson’s fifteen years 
of amazing success on the stage 
caused Warner Brothers to sign 
them for talking pictures. “Gold 
Dust Gertie” is their latest. Be- 
side Winnie Lightner the cast in- 
cludes Claude Gillingwater, Charles 
Judels, Charley Grapewin, Dorothy 
Christy, Vivian Oakland, Arthur 
Hoyt and Virginia Sale. Lloyd 
Bacon directed. 


Who Is Dick? As If 


Everybody Doesn’t 
" Know! Says Winnie 


Winnie Lightner, Star Of “Gold 

Dust Gertie “Now At The 
Theatre, Registers 

Surprise 
(Current Story) 

Winnie Lightner, star of Warner 
Bros. “Gold Dust Gertie” now de- 
lighting crowds at the...... Theatre 
—is noted for the number of times 
she mentions a certain “Dicky” in 
conversation. Should some member 
of the group dare to inquire who 
the Dicky is, Winnie gives one of 
those sudden flashes of amazement, 
for which she is famous and answers 
“Don’t Know Dicky, well I want to 
know!” 

The fact is that Dicky is Winnie 
Lightner’s three-year old son, the 
apple of her eye, and the one per- 
son who makes the game of life 
worth the playing. She is always 
eager to get back home from the lot 
—where she does more strenuous 
work than probably any comedienne 
in the world—and down on the 
nursery floor helping Dicky build 
block houses and start choo-choo 
trains. — 

Miss Lightner is supported in up- 
roarious “Gold Dust Gertie” by 
Claude Gillingwater, Charles Judels, 
Olsen and Johnson, Charley Grape- 
win, George Byron, Dorothy Chris- 
ty, Vivian Oakland, Arthur Hoyt 
and Virginia Sale. Lloyd Bacon 
directed. 


Ce ry 
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Hoyt Plays Propriety 
In “Gold Dust Gertie” 


(Advance Reader) 


Arthur Hoyt, recognized as one 
of the most original comedians of 
stage or screen plays the part of a 
marrying reformer in “Gold Dust 
Gertie,” the Warner Bros. produc- 
tion, starring Winnie Lightner, and 
coming to the Theatre 
next. Hoyt is able to simulate the 
most santimonious expression, and 
to voice his thoughts meekly. 





Screen Clown Gets Eel 
Far Down His Neck 





(Current Reader) 

Both the eel and Chic Johnson 
performed up to expectations in a 
scene in “Gold Dust Gertie” the 
current Warner Brothers comedy at 
the Theatre, starring Winnie 
Lightner and Olsen and Johnson. 
The eel wiggled naturally and so 
did Johnson, and so, he suggests, 
would anyone else with one of these 
slippery customers down his neck. 
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In “Gold Dust Gertie” 
He Beats His Breast 
In The Lightner Wa 





(Current Story) 


An eloquent line of description 
for business in a scene of “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” the Warner Bros. 
comedy starring Winnie Lightner 
and featuring Olsen and Johnson, 
now at the Theatre, is “He 
beats his breast in the Lightner 
manner.” 

This manner of Winnie’s is diffi- 
cult to describe and yet it has played 
a big part in making her a star, 
for it never fails to convulse audi- 
ences. Like most clever things it 
is something which no one has been 
able to imitate. 

In “Gold Dust Gertie’ Miss 
Lightner is supported by Dorothy 
Christy, Claude Gillingwater, Arthur 
Hoyt, George Byron, Vivian Oak- 
Jand, Charley Grapewin, Charles 
Judels and Virginia Sale. The pic- 
ture is based on the play “The Wife 
of the Party” by Len. Hollister. 
The screen play is by Ray Enright 
and William K. Wells. Arthur Cae- 
sar did the snappy dialogue. Lloyd 
Bacon directed. 


Winnie Lightner Dubs 
Hollywood Land Of 
Make ’Em Believe 


Winnie Lightner who is now 
Theatre as the 

star of Warner Bros. “Gold 
Dust Gertie” says that Holly- 
wood isn’t the Land of Make 
Believe, any more than Man- 
hattan or Oskaloosa—but rather 
the Land of Make ’Em Believe. 


“I don’t know that there is so 
much difference between being 
great and having the public think 
you-are. It would be a drab 
world if nobody indulged in cam- 
ouflage. If you put it over it 
follows that you simply must live 
up to what they think you are. 


“Take me, I rioted through 
‘Gold Diggers of Broadway’ and 
I haven’t been able to sleep 
nights since trying to live up to 
my reputation. The rub is not 
so much makin’ ’em believe as 
makin’ ’em keep on believing— 
if you know what I mean.” 
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Winnie Lightner 
Inaugurates A Big 





(Current Story) 


Winnie Lightner, now starring in 
Warner Bros. “Gold Dust Gertie” 


at the........Theatre may be said 
to have inaugurated local laugh 
week. Featured with the comedi- 


enne of “Gold Diggers of Broad- 
way” are those clowns of nonsense, 
Olsen and Johnson and a merry 
cast which includes Dorothy Chris- 
ty, Claude Gillingwater, Arthur 
Hoyt, George Byron, Vivian Oak- 
land, Charley Grapewin, Charles 
Judels and Virginia Sales. Lloyd 
Bacon directed. 

“Gold Dust Gertie” is adapted 
from the play “Wife of the Party” 
by Len Hollister. It recounts the 
wild adventures of two bathing suit 
salesmen who marry twins, and are 
thereafter hounded by hard-hitting 
Gertie, who has previously been 
wife to each of the men. A yacht 
captain turns up who has also en- 
joyed more or less felicitous con- 
nubiality with Gertie, and she ends 
by capturing the crochetty and erst- 
while conservative head of the bath- 
ing suit manufactory and becoming 
general manager. 

One thousand and one laughs are 
guaranteed to those who make a 
trip to the...... Theatre while the 
tomboy of the talkies is on. Take 
all the family to see “Gold Dust 
Gertie.” 


Caesar’s Dialogue In 


“Gold Dust Gertie” 


(Current Reader) 


“Gold Dust Gertie,” starring 
Winnie Lightner and featuring Ol- 
sen and Johnson, with a clever cast 
including Claude Gillingwater, Ar- 
thur Hoyt, George Byron, Vivian 
Oakland, Charley Grapewin, Dor- 
othy Christy, Charles and Virginia 
Sale, has other claims to make it 
the classic of slapstick that it is. 

Arthur Caesar, recognized as the 
smartest of Broadway smart-crack- 
ers did the up-to-the-minute dia- 
logue. The story is by Ray En- 
right and William K. Wells. 

Winnie is shown as a determined 
collector of Alimony, who swoops 
down on two ex-husbands who have 
just married twins. 





Laugh-Week Here| 


WINNIE LIGHTNER 


LAUGHS AND 


THE WORLD LAUGHS WITH HER 





Winnie Lightner, star of “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” the Warner Bros. 
comedy, now at the........ Theatre 
has that rare and precious gift of 
making people respond to her mirth. 
When she laughs ‘the world laughs 
with her,’ to paraprhase Ella Wheel- 
er Wilcox’s famous poem. Whether 
should she decide to weep, she 
would weep alone, is a question. 
Miss Lightner, being a person who 
is not devoid of human understand- 
ing, could doubtless make sob-stuff 
as moving as laughter. 

She says not, however. Her rea- 
son for being so sure of this is the 
reception she got in Buffalo when 
in her teens when she came out on 
the stage of Shea’s Theatre there, 
loaded with several of the weepiest 
songs ever written. She thought 
she would make the crowd sob hys- 
terically. They became hysterical 
with amusement at her efforts to 
be sad. 

That gave her the hunch, that 
she was meant to make people laugh 
instead of cry. “And for that mat- 
ter’ she has been known to say, 
“People come to the theatre to be 
amused—they have enough sob-stuff 
of their own to sniffle over, if they 
want to sniffle. I like to think of 
myself as a sort of practitioner, 
handing out laughing powders. 
What’s good for them is good for 
me, too. It’s hard work but, boy, 
it’s fun, too. When I see bald old 
gents and, flashy jazz boys, and 
little kids howling together—I thank 
my stars and garters for what hap- 
pened to me that night in Buffalo!” 

Miss Lightner is supported in 
“Gold Dust Gertie’ by Dorothy 
Christy, Claude Gillingwater, 
Charles Judels, Charley Grapewin, 
Vivian Oakland, George Byron, 
Arthur Hoyt and Virginia Sale. 
Lloyd Bacon directed. 


“Gold Dust Gertie’’ 


Will Give Care A 
Spring Cleaning 


(Current Story) 


You know how it is in the spring 
of the year—how carpets must come 
up and curtains down—how every- 
thing must be sunned and beaten 
and scrubbed and _ scoured—and 
soaped and sudsed—so that the old 
house may seem like a new house 
and life takes on a new zest. 

Laughter does for the mind the 
same thing that spring cleaning 
does to the home, and that is just 
what Winnie Lightner has to offer 
you in “Gold Dust Gertie,” which 
is now entertaining crowds at the 
Theatre. 

Winnie could do the job herself 
—but to add to the merriment of the 
occasion Olsen and Johnson, crazi- 
est clowns in the talkies, are added 
to the cast—as well as Claude Gil- 
lingwater, George Byron, Charles 
Judels, Charley Grapewin, Dorothy 
Christy, Vivian Oakland, Arthur 
Hoyt and Virginia Sale. 

Winnie appears as the alimony- 
hounding lady who spoils the hon- 
eymoon of Olsen and Johnson, who 
have married twins. She seems ei- 
ther to marry, or to have been 
married all the men in the show, 
and makes such a howling pande- 
monium of mirth and mix-up be- 
fore she is done with them that 
“Gold Diggers of Broadway,” in 
which she first shone, is left in the 
background. Go to the 
Theatre right now—for your mental 
spring cleaning. 








| Program Portrait | 





Winnie Lightner in 
“Gold Dust Gertie” 


Cut No. 16, Cut 15c, Mat Sc 


Lightner Antics Are 
Easy To Look At, 
Not Easily Acted 


(Current Story) 


Those who labor under the im- 
pression that motion pictures are all 
play and no work, should take part 
in a Winnie Lightner, Olsen and 
Johnson comedy, such as “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” the current attraction 
at the Theatre. 

The making of such screen hil- 
arity comes pretty close to being all 
work and no play, in the opinion 
of Miss Lightner, who is invariably 
“all in” at the end of a picture. 








ed 


Whirlwind comedies require a 
tremendous amount of energy. 
Speed and excitement dominate 


every scene and actors must be lit- 
erally on their toes. At the end of 
a long schedule this takes a toll in 
frayed nerves and tired muscles, be- 
cause “Gold Dust Gertie,” like 
other of Miss Lightner’s features— 
and those in which Olsen and John- 


son have appeared—is a physical —-<= 


tornado as well as a mental whirl- 
wind. aes 

The cast of “Gold Dust“ Gertie” 
includes Claude Gillingwater, Dor- = 
othy Christy, George Byron, Char- 
ley Grapewin, Vivian Oakland, 


Charles Judels, Virginia Sale and 
Arthur Hoyt. Lloyd Bacon directed. 


Winnie Dons Blinders 


(Current Story) 

For certain sequences of “Gold 
Dust Gertie,” the Warner Bros. 
comedy, starring Winnie Lightner, 
now at the Theatre, the 
clever lady dons tortoise rimmed 
glasses, to give her the desired look 
of prim innocence she needs when 
she sets about changing the old- 
fashioned ideas of a sugar daddy. 


Winnie Will Pep You 


Perhaps a good laugh is all you 
need. If so you will get what you 
need with overflowing measure at 
the Theatre—where Winnie 
Lightner is starring in “Gold Dust 
Gertie,” Warner Bros. latest adven- 
ture in nonsense. Olsen and John- 
son, craziest clowns of the talkies 
are featured in a very merry cast. 
Lloyd Bacon directed. 
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Cut No. 20, 


GOLD DUST" 


A LAUGH! 


AND WHAT A LAUGH! 


~ Winnie 






GERTIE 


WITH OLSEN AND 
JOHNSON 


SEUM 


Cut 40c, Maé 10c 


RED-HOT ADS FOR A RED-HOT HIT! 





Winnie Lightner Can Make As Merry 
In The Kitchen As On The Screen 


Here Are Some of the Dainty Things She Concocts 
For Guests When The Cook Is Off Duty—And 
A Hot Lunch For Dicky, Her Idolized 
Three Year Old Son 


(Feature for Women’s Page) 

Winnie Lightner, now at the Theatre as the star of 
Warner Bros. comedy, “Gold Dust Gertie,” confesses that the 
really big thrill she gets out of life is her association with 
Dicky, her three year old son. Hospitality is one of Miss Light- 
ner’s most marked traits, and her professional life does not rob 
her of the pleasure of putting on an apron and going to the 
kitchen, when the notion takes her or the cook is having her 
day out. 


The following is a nourishing hot 
lunch which she serves Dicky, who 
thinks no eats are quite as good as 
those ‘mommy’ prepares. 








Dicky’s Hot Lunch 
Poached Eggs Baked Potatoes 
Buttered Green Beans Lettuce 
Bread Currant Jelly 

Apples 
This is a favorite Sunday tea 
menu which she recently prepared 
and served to a few guests. 


ADVANCE 
STYLES IN 
NONSENSE 


Sunday Tea at Winnie’s 
Shrimp Salad Hot Biscuit 
Olives Currant Jelly 
Pineapple Ice Box Cake Coffee 
Salted Nuts 


There are times when she makes 
a day of it and not only makes but 
daintily presents meals which are 
the wonder and delight of those 
who are so fortunate as to be week- 
ending at the cheery Lightner home ; 
in Beverly Hills. Here is a break- 
fast typical of the hostess: 


Winnie’s Breakfast 
Grapefruit 
Waffles and Honey 


f 
Broiled Bacon Coffee 


aA 
The luncheon, delicious and satis- 


fying, may be as follows: DU % i 
~ Winnie’s Luncheon ~—sés|=séd - : IE S 


Cream of Mushroom Soup 
with 


Salted Wafers 
Ripe Olives Pickles 

OLSEN 6 
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WINNIE 


Hot Cheese Biscuit Currant Jelly 
Marguerite Parfait Coffee 


The parfait is so delightful that it 
is worthwhile to give the recipe, so 
that it may be used by other house- 
wives. The amounts given some 
eight persons. 


Marguerite Parfait 
1 quart French vanilla ice cream 
1 cup strawberry preserves 
1 cup whipped cream 
Y% cup pecans 
Y% cup almonds 


Arrange portions of ice cream in 
tall glass. Top with portion of rest 
of ingredients. Serve on paper doi- 
lies which have been placed on serv- 
ing plates. 


Cheese Biscuit, Serving 8 


3 cups pastry flour 

6 teaspoons baking powder 
2-3 teaspoon salt 

6 tablespoons butter 

2 tablespoons lard 

2-3 cup grated yellow cheese 
1% cups milk 


Mix flour, baking powder and 
salt. Cut in butter and lard with 
knife. Mixing with knife add 
cheese and milk. When soft dough 
forms, pat it out on floured board 
until % inch thick. Cut out with 
biscuit cutter and place biscuits side 
by side on a greased pan. Bake 
12 minutes in moderate oven. 


Cream of Mushroom Soup 
1 cup diced mushrooms 
¥% cup chopped celery 
2 tablespoons chopped green 
peppers 
tablespoons chopped pimentos 
teaspoon finely chopped onions 
teaspoon salt 
cups water 
tablespoons butter 
tablespoons flour 
3 cups milk 
Y% cup whipped cream 

1 tablespoon chopped parsley 


-NOW SHOWING 


CIRCLE 


A WARNER BROS. 
& VITAPHONE HIT! 


One of the year’s 
funniest pictures! 
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Cut No. 3, Cut 20c, Mat 5c 
























Money Or Mummy In 
Her Screen Wooings 


Winnie Lightner in “Gold Dust 
Gertie” Is Now Drawing Record 
Crowds To The............ Theatre 








(Feature) 

Winnie Lightner, now at the..... 
Theatre in her latest Warner Bros. 
laugh riot “Gold Dust Gertie” hasn’t 
had any luck at romance at least 
on the screen. 

All her conquests have been false 
ones. Never once has she married 
the hero, and only once has she 
even been allowed to appear actually 
in love with him. 

In every screen romance Winnie 
has been the aggressor, picking her 
victim and then going out to get 
him. Love never seems to enter 
into her affairs in pictures, except 
in the one unsuccessful instance 
mentioned before. 

“Evidently I’m not the type,” 
Winnie says resigned. “I’d like a 
picture in which I could be a lady 
and have sleek and desirable men 
bidding for my favors. But execu- 
tives, writers and directors are all 
against me. 

“I guess I'll just have to be con- 
tent with a lot of goofy matches 
in my picture career.” 

Winnie’s first screen mate was 
Albert Gran, tipping the scales com- 
pletely over when he stepped on 
them and only two sizes smaller 
than a house. 

She gave him plenty of punish- 
ment in “Gold Diggers of Broad- 
way” but she landed him in the net 
of matrimony to the tune of a good 
round sum before the picture ended. 

The second screen romance was 
the nearest to the real thing in her 
experience. She loved Chester Mor- 
ris and he loved her—like a sister 
or an aunt—but not like Winnie 
loved him, if you remember. So in 
that picture she just didn’t get mar- 
ried at all, which after all, was dif- 
ferent. 

Then in “Hold Everything” Win- 
nie at the last moment was allowed 
to marry Joe E. Brown. In fact 
she has married him twice, if that 
is any distinction. 
those stories in which she was crazy 
to marry anybody, and particularly 
crazy to marry anybody as foolish 
as Joe E. Brown. 

With that match to her credit, 
Winnie starred in “The Life of the 
Party” and before the picture ended 
she had succeeded in wheedling 
Charles Butterworth into matri- 
mony. Brown she had married for 
no reason at all. Butterworth she 
married for money, and because he 
was seldom home. 

Next was the second trial with 
Joe E. Brown in “Sit Tight” whom 
she married in that picture partic- 
ularly because they found them- 
selves on a boat bound for Havana. 
Anyway the public rather expected 
them to end up as domestic part- 
ners in any pictures in which they 
both appeared, after “Hold Every- 
thing.” 

In her latest Warnef Bros. feature 


t|“Gold Dust Gertie” in which she is 


supported by Olsen and Johnson, 
Winnie succeeds in winning the 
love, honor and affection of Claude 
Gillingwater, but her heart refuses 
to palpitate over even this romantic 
triumph on the screen.  Gilling- 
water is a fine actor but not exactly 
an Adonis nor yet a Valentine. 

So Winnie has gone through more 
than two years of cinematic success 
without one really thrilling screen 
romance to her credit. 

“Nobody loves a= 
sighs Winnie, “but it seems to 
amuse the public to marry them off 


i{to the wrong man!” 


Winnie Lightner is supported in 


| « sold Dust Gertie’ by Olsen and} 
Johnson, clowns de luxe—Dorothy || 


Christv, Claude Gillingwater. Ar- 
thur Hoyt. George Byron, Vivian 
Oakland, Charley Grapewin, Charles 
Tudels and Virginia Sale. 
Bacon directed. 


Olsen And Johnson Ban 
Dignified First Names 


(Advance Reader) 
Both Olsen and Johnson, who 
support Winnie Lightner in Warner 
Brothers latest feature comedy, 





“Gold Dust Gertie,” have dignified || 


Christian names which they never 
use. “Chick” Johnson is really Har- 
old Ogden Johnson and Ole Olsen 
is, in private life, John Sigvard 
Olsen. The new picture opens 
at the Theatre 


It was one of! 





comedienne,” || 


Lloyd |} 


Winnie Always Weds W lL D _ R Winnie, Ole, Chic, 


THAN EVER 


IN HER OWN “SWEET” WAY 





4) SHE 
> Gets the Gold! 
Gets the Love! 
Gets the Laffs! 


Winnie 


LIGHTNER 


GOLD DUST 
GERTIE 


Faster than “Gold Diggers 

of Broadway.” Funnier 

than “Life of the Party”. 
WITH 


OLSEN and 
JOHNSON 
Claude Gillinwater 
Dorothy Christy 


A Warner Bros. & Vitaphone Hit! 


Cut No. 11 Cut 20c, Mat Sc 








Same Winsome Winnie 
Funnier Than Ever 





(Current Reader) 


A typical Winnie Lightner com- 
edy, and by far her funniest, has 
pushed its rowdy self into the...... 
Theatre, where it will be on view 
until next. 

This time Winnie shares honors 
with Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson, 
probably the most famous vaude- 
ville act in the country, making a 
trio quite unlike anything ever seen 
on the screen before. 

Winnie seems to have copyrighted 
that particular brand of humor so 
prominent in “Gold Diggers of 
Broadway,” “Hold Everything,” 
“Life of the Party,” “Sit Tight” and 
the other pictures where she wan- 
ders through seven loud reels offer- 
ing to lick any man in the house. 

Lloyd Bacon directed. 


OFFICIAL 


Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. & The Vitaphone Corp. 


present 


WINNIE LIGHTNER 


in 





Wowing Crowds 
In Slapstick Hit 


“Gold Dust Gertie’ Now At 
Strand Theatre, Stars Winnie 


Lightner With Olsen 
and Johnson 








(Current Story) 

One of the most hilarious com- 
edies of the year is now playing at 
Theatre. Laughs are thick- 
er than rice in China, when the dy- 
namic Winnie Lightner goes into 
action, aided and abetted by those 
clowns of clowns, Olsen and John- 
son. The picture is “Gold Dust 
Gertie,” and is an excuse for these 
supreme laugh pedlars to parade 
their wares on the silver sheet. 


The picture which gives ever evi- 
dence of breaking all laugh records 
for this season is the story of matri- 
monial tangles, bathing suits, new 
and old, two men married to twin 
sisters, a bathing suit model who 
wants to marry her boss, who hates 
divorcees—and there you have it, 
entirely devoid of sense or reason— 
but who wants sense or reason in 
a Winnie Lightner picture? 


Needless to say there are many 
complications, a good old-fashioned 
comedy chase, some very beautiful 
girls clad in the newest bathing 
suits, a brand new line of Lightner 
comedy and plenty of the hokum 


_|that Olsen and Johnson have _ be- 


come famous for. 


Since Winnie Lightner made 
“Gold Diggers of Broadway” she 
has been an Al comedy bet for the 
screen, and her many fans will not 
be disappointed in this latest laugh 
epic of the tomboy of the talkies. 
With Olsen and Johnson, she pro- 
vidés most Of the merriment, but 
Claude Gillingwater, Dorothy Chris- 
tie, Vivienne Oakland, Charles Ju- 
dels, Virginia Sale and others help 
along with very clever characteri- 
zations. 


The picture was directed by Lloyd 
Bacon, and adapted by William K. 
Wells and Arthur Caesar from the 
stage play, “The Wife of the Party,” 
by Len D. Hollister. 


Yes, It’s Slapstick 
But What Slapstick! 





(Current Reader) 

Sometime, somewhere, someone 1s 
going to write a treatise, proving 
that Winnie Lightner’s humor 1s 
slapstick and altogether crazy. It 
is. There’s nothing really funny 
in a good looking girl swatting able- 
bodied men. Of course not. Oh, 
no! Go spend an evening at the 
Aa Theatre and see how well 
you can contain yourself. 


Winnie Lightner stands as the 
screen’s foremost comedienne. See 
her in “Gold Dust Gertie.” 


BILLING 


25% 
2% 
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“GOLD DUST GERTIE”’. . . 


with 


OLSEN AND JOHNSO 


DOROTHY CHRISTY 
CLAUDE GILLING WATER 1 iioin lca iccensssticcesganiensreetigcenstons 


Based on the play “The Wife of 
By Len D. Hollister 


Screen play by William K. Wells and Ray Enright 


Dialogue by Arthur Caesar 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon 


A Warner Bros. and Vitaphone 
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WHAT A TRAILER! 
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Twenty-four Sheet Wild, wonderful Winnie Lightner 


romps through this seat-selling Trail- 





faruion frat Or Ui 


> /GOLD-DUST 


The entire background of this 
$ eye-catching poster is in bright 
4] Gathla eke “Winnie Lightner” is lettered 
- ae with in lemon yellow with a white out- 

) eels Reseda || line—the title is lettered in blue and 

% ig] | the remainder of the billing in green. 
The illustration, executed by one of 
the finest commercial artists obtain- 
able, is in vivid natural tones. 


er, giving them giggles, laughs, roars 
—daring them not to come around to 


your showing of “Gold-Dust Gertie”! 








Do not overlook the cut-out pos- : 
ae sibilities in any of these posters for S tart [ t R uNnnInNg E ar I y l 
The Herald? your lobby frames, etc. | 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 
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